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Trade Union Delegates Meeting Begins in Mbabane 
MB1907112388 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 19 Jul 88 p 3 


[Text] Mbabane—Trade union delegates from 22 Afri- 
can countries, including all SADCC [South African 
Development Coordination Conference] states, repre- 
senting more than two-million members of the Interna- 
tional Confederation ot Free Trade Unions [ICFTU], 
began a weeklong meeting in the Swazi capital yesterday. 


ICFTU Africa desk chief Andrew Kailembo confirmed 
that neither SA trade unions nor any observers of “lib- 
eration” movements were among the delegates. 


African Petroleum Producers Meet in Cotonou 
AB1907103888 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 18 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] The eight ministers of the African Petroleum 
Producers Association, APPA, met late this morning at the 
Cotonou Benin-Sheraton Hotel to study the documents that 
were drawn up for them by experts. This third ministerial 
meeting of the APPA was officially opened by Beninese 
Finance and Economy Minister Barnabe Bidouzo. During 
the meeting, which will end tomorrow, the ministers will 
examine documents on several issues, including the choice 
of a country to host the APPA headquarters, the election of 
an executive secretary, and the allocation of the associa- 
tion’s budget. The task of the ministers therefore calls for 
prudence, and the only way of achieving success is through 
cooperation. [passage omitted] 
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7-Nation Telecommuimcativas Project Initiated 
AB1907194488 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] The first phase of a telecommunications program 
that links seven states in the West African subregion has 
now been completed. It links Ghana to Burkina Faso, 
Nigeria to Niger, Mali to Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast], 
and Burkina Faso to Guinea. This was announced by the 
director of the ECOWAS department of transport, com- 
munications, and energy, Dr (Daniel Foh), at the open- 
ing of a coordination conference on interstate telecom- 
munications links among member states of the 
ECOWAS in Accra today. He disclosed that approval 
has also been given for the start of the second phase of 
the program, which involves the provision of telephone, 
telex, and television facilities to link Senegal, Gambia, 
Guinea-Bissau, and Guinea. 


He said Ghana and Togo have, in collaboration with 
ECOWAS, conducted tests which would enable simulta- 
neous TV program exchanges between them. Dr (Foh) 
said problems of telecommunications within ECOWAS 
should no longer be attributed to political causes. The 
political will to solve the problem was provided in 1975, 
when the ECOWAS treaty was signed. Dr (Foh) noted 
that the problems are technical, and as technicians, they 
should provide solutions and recommendations. 


Opening the session, the director general of Ghana Posts 
and Telecomunications Corporation, Colonei Kwesi 
Oppong, said it is sad that almost 10 years after the 
community decided to improve and develop the telecom- 
munications network in the subregion, most of the telecom- 
munications traffic is still being routed through European 
links. This is because there are still a few uncompleted 
interstate links carrying terminating and transit traffic. The 
5-day conference is being attended by delegates from 
Ghana, Nigeria, Togo, Cote d'Ivoire, Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Niger, and Mali. There are also representatives from the 
International Telecomunications Union. 
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Cameroon 


Finance Minister Denies Cut in Salaries 
AB1507115788 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
0530 GMT 15 Jul 88 


[Summary] “Mr Sadou Hayatou, the minister of finance, 
yesterday talked to the national press for an hour to 
convince the public that there will be no cut in salaries 
and no retrenchement in the public service.” He also 
talked about taxes on imported goods that were adopted 
by the National Assembly. Mr Hayatou said these taxes 
will be utilized to pay for the services of various depart- 
ments in charge of tax collection. He then talked about 
the negotiations held wit! the International Monetary 
Fund and the conditions set by our country. The nego- 
tiations were conducted according to Cameroon’s plan, 
not the IMF’s demand, for the first time in any negoti- 
ations with the International Monetary Fund. 


Congo 


UK Foreign Office Official Chalker Pays Visit 


Talks With Sassou-Nguesso 
AB1507132788 Paris AFP in French 1233 GMT 
15 Jul 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 15 Jul (AFP)}—In Brazzaville this 
morning Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, the Congolese 
head of state, received Mrs Lynda Chalker, British 
minister of the State, Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. Their talks centered on bilateral cooperation and 
the situation in southern Africa, it was learned from the 
British delegation sources. The outcome of the recent 
summit of the seven most industrialized Western 
nations from 19 through 21 [date as received] in 
Toronto, was also discussed, according to the sources. 


Mrs Chalker, who arrived in the Congolese capital 
yesterday evening for a 36-hour visit to Congo, was 
hosted to a dinner party by Congolese Foreign Minister 
Antoine Ndinga-Oba. In the toast she made on the 
occasion, the British minister suggested negotiations 
between the Pretoria government and the South African 
anti-apartheid organizations. 


After rejecting the imposition of sanctions against the 
apartheid regime, a measure which Congolese Foreign 
Minister Ndinga-Oba called for in his address, Mrs 
Chalker expressed her support for a “peaceful” abolition 
of racial segregation. 


Before leaving Brazzaville this evening, the minister of 
state at the Foreign Office is expected to hold talks with 
Prime Minister Ange-Edouard Poungui and Planning 
and Finance Minister Pierre Moussa. Mrs Chalker is 
accompanied by eight British businessmen. 
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Calls for Dialogue in RSA 
AB1507155188 Dakar PANA in French 1300 GMT 
15 Jul 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 15 July (ACI/PANA)—British Minister 
of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Mrs Lynda 
Chalker, who arrived in Brazzaville yesterday evening, has 
called for “negotiations” between the RSA Government and 
anti-apartheid organizations in order to find an “internal 
solution” to the problem of blacks in the RSA. At a dinner 
held in her honor by the Congolese foreign minister soon 
after her arrival for a 48-hour visit to Congo, Mrs Chalker 
reasserted that “external pressure is of limited interest” 
concerning the situation in the RSA. 


After rejecting the imposition of sanctions against the 
apartheid regime as advocated earlier by Antoine 
Ndinga-Oba, the Congolese minister of foreign affairs 
and cooperation, Mrs Chalker called for the “peaceful 
abolition” of apartheid. “The current regime is powerful 
and is nowhere near bankruptcy,” she pointed out, 
adding that “change would neither be easy nor fast” 
although “it is inevitable.” She deplored the use of 
violence by the “various parties concerned in the search 
for a solution to the crisis in the RSA.” 


Ndinga-Oba Urges Cooperation 
AB1507161088 Dakar PANA in French 1311 GMT 
15 Jul 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 15 Jul (ACl/PANA)}—Yesterday in 
Brazzaville, Congolese Foreign Minister Antoine 
Ndinga-Oba and British Minister of Siate, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs Mrs Lynda Chalker expressed 
satisfaction with the development of cooperation 
between Congo and the UK. At a dinner held in her 
honor, Mrs Chalker said that Great Britain, since the 
reopening of its embassy in Brazzaville in 1983, has 
quadrupled its efforts in the training of English teachers, 
and has donated books to various educational institu- 
tions in Congo. 


Minister Ndinga-Oba called for “fresh impetus and 
dynamism” in relations between Britain and Congo in 
the fields of transportation, oil research, reafforestation, 
and the conservation of rare animal species. 


Technical Aid Pact Signed 
AB1707222788 Paris AFP in French 1041 GMT 
16 Jul 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 16 Jul (AFP)}—An agreement for 
British technical assistance to Congo, which provides for 
sending teachers and training Congolese technicians, was 
signed in Brazzaville yesterday at the end of Lynda 
Chalker, the minister of state at the foreign office's 
36-hour visit to Congo. 


No agreement was signed concerning British participa- 
tion in the project to pave the Brazzaville-Mayama Road 
(southern Congo), which is more than 100 km long. The 
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British minister stated that she would contact her gov- 
ernment regarding this matter. Yesterday in Brazzaville, 
Lynda Chalker concluded a visit of almost | week, which 
took her to Ivory Coast, Cameroon, and Congo. 


Anti-Apartheid Group Calls for Mandela’s Release 
AB1907072988 Dakar PANA in French 1830 GMT 
18 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] Brazzaville, 18 Jul (ACI/PANA)—The Congo- 
lese anti-apartheid committee today in Brazzaville called 
for a massive economic disinvestment strategy and for 
the adoption of all forms of boycott against South Africa 
so as to facilitate the total and definitive abolition of 
apartheid. At a meeting marking the 70th birthday of 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela, the Congolese anti-apart- 
heid committee issued a statement reaffirming its soli- 
darity with the struggling peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia who are fighting for their self-determination. 


Insisting on the “immediate and unconditional” release 
of Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners in 
South Africa, the Congolese anti-apartheid committee 
expressed its commitment to the strengthening of its 
solidarity with all other anti-apartheid committees in 
Africa in order to contribute to the eradication of the 
racist South African regime. [passage omitted] 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Foreign Minister's Visit to Morocco Postponed 
AB1607204788 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 16 Jul 88 


[Text] It has been learned that Mr Carlos Da Graca, the 
Sao Tome minister of foreign affairs’, visit to Morocco, 
scheduled for 18 to 20 July, has been postponed due to 
the fact that Rabat still frowns on the fact that Sao Tome 
and Principe accepted the presence of a representative 
[words indistinct] delegation of the SDAR at the Luso- 
phone summit like the other countries. 


However, Mr Da Graca left his country today for Cairo 
where he will discuss with the Egyptian authorities the 
possibility of Egypt helping Sao Tome in the fields of 
finance, medicine, professional training, and journalism. 


Common Law Prisoners Released on National Day 
AB1607140388 Paris AFP in French 1115 GMT 
16 Jul 88 


[Text] Sao Tome, 16 Jul (AFP)}—More than 50 common 
law prisoners were released today on the occasion of the 
celebration of the | 3th anniversary of the independence 
of Sao Tome and Principe on 12 July 1975, it was 
learned in the capital of the archipelago. A decree of 
presidential pardon signed by the head of state, Mr 
Manuel Pinto da Costa, said that, according to the 
particular case, sentences will be totally or partially 
commuted. It added that this decision is part of the 
policy of mercy and social integration initiated in Sao 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


Tome and Principe. Political prisoners and people con- 
demned for acts of violence perpetrated against children 
will not benefit from the measures, it was also learned. 


Zaire 


Government Introduces Import, Vehicle Taxes 
AB1807214088 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 18 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Amidst all the Zaire Government’s talk of annoy- 
ance with the International Monetary Fund, it has been 
taking steps recently to implement a program which 
would meet with the fund’s approval. Following the 
introduction of a strict new financial policy by President 
Mobutu, the government has now turned to motorists 
and traders in a bid to raise extra government revenue. 
From Kinshasa, (Basongo Bonyemi) cabled this report. 


[Begin announcer-read recording] The first measure 
introduced by the government is a vehicle tax which will 
be levied on ail traffic traveling public roads. The tax, 
which varies from 2,500 zaires, or about $10 for a small 
motorcycle, to 250,000 zaires, or about a 1000 pounds 
for a large truck, is to be paid annually. A second 
measure is a five percent tax on imports designed to 
reimburse the Customs Department for paperwork pro- 
cessed on behalf of importers. But there will be excep- 
tions to this import tax for goods imported by diplomats 
and international organizations. 


The two taxes on vehicles and imports have been intro- 
duced in the context of a series of measures aimed at 
increasing state revenues. At the same time, the govern- 
ment has introduced controls to improve tax collections 
which are currently somewhat anarchic with various 
parts of the administration involved at various stages. 
Severe and exemplary punishments are also to be intro- 
duced to stop the collection of illegal taxes. 


Meanwhile, President Mobutu has also ordered a mas- 
sive reshuffle of bosses in the public industrial sector. 
Thirty-four public companies out of the total of 43 which 
comprise the state portfolio have had their board of 
directors changed. [end recording] 


Bukayi Receive Polish, Iranian Diplomats 
AB1507120688 Dakar PANA in French 1023 GMT 
15 Jul 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 15 Jul (PANA/AZAP)—dZairian Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs Buketi Bukayi and 
Polish Ambasador to Zaire Bogdan Waslewski on 13 
July exchanged views on the state of the cooperation 
relations between Zaire and Poland. Poland, which 
maintains excellent relations with Zaire, has granted 
several scholarships to the Executive Council for the 
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training of Zairian cadres in Polish universities and 
institutions of higher learning while Polish lecturers are 
teaching in Zairian universities and institutions of 
higher learning. 


Mr Seyyed Ja*far Hashemi, charge d'affaires of Iran, who 
was also received by the secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, said that they discussed the situation in the 
Persian Gulf, in particular the Iraqi use of chemical 
weapons in some cities in his country as well as the issue 
of the Iranian airbus downed by the Americans. 


Concerning cooperation between Zaire and Iran, Mr 
Hashewi stated that his country is prepared to allow 
Zaire to benefit from its experience in the industrial, 
agricultural, and health sectors. 
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Foreign Affairs Secretary Bukayi Visits Mali 
AB1507203588 Dakar PANA in French 1150 GMT 
15 Jul 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 15 Jul (AZAP/PANA)} The Zairian 
State secretary for foreign affairs, Mr Beketi Bukayi, on 
Monday | 1 July made a 2-day visit to Bamako, Mali and 
delivered a message from the MPR founding father, 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, to the Malian head of state 
and chairman of the OAU, Moussa Traore. In a state- 
ment to the press on his return to Kinshasa, the Zairian 
secretary of state pointed out that this message showed 
Marshal Mobutu’s political will to strengthen coopera- 
tion between Zaire and other African countries which 
are members of the OAU. He also expressed his satisfac- 
tion with his mission to the OAU current chairman for it 
symbolizes, according to him, the highly decisive and 
important role the MPR founding father has been play- 
ing in the world. 
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Ethiopia 


ELF Leaders Discuss Autonomy, Arab Aid 
JN1507134388 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 
11 Jul 88 pp 10, 11 


(By Al-Tayyib Iklil] 


[Excerpts] The Eritreans, their homeland and people, are 
forgotten. They have suffered from a deliberate heavy 
media blackout on their cause for the past 27 years. The 
Eritreans may forgive the West when it turns a blind eye or 
deaf ear, but they become very bitter and reproachful when 
such an attitude is shown by their kinsmen, the Arabs. 


AL-QABAS wants to lift this blackout on the Eritrean 
cause by sitting with the leadership of the Eritrean 
Liberation Front [ELF] represented by ‘Abdallah Idris, 
leader of the front and commander in chief of the Liber- 
ation Army; Muhammad ‘Ali Lubab, head of the foreign 
relations bureau; and Idris Sa‘id, head of the Front’s office 
in Kuwait. 


Sitting with the ELF leadership is very important since it 
is the first organization to appear in the Eritrean arena 
and the first to rise against Ethiopian colonialism. Fur 
thermore, the ELF has witnessed all »hases of the 
revolution and its ups and downs. 


The leadership wants to clarify that Eritrea is not an 
Ethiopian colony and that it has never been a part of 
Ethiopia. It was given to Ethiopia the way Palestine was 
given to Zionism under a U.S.-Ethiopian deal made at 
the United Nations through a confederal formula— 
neither honored by Emperor Haile Selasiie nor defended 
by the international crganization, because no one has yet 
come forth to champion the Eritrean problem! 


In absolute candidness, the leadership says the Arabs 
have failed in their support for the Eritrean cause. This is 
not all. Some Arab states have even sympathized with 
the Ethiopian regime, according to this leadership. 


The ELF leadership says that the Front is determined to 
affirm its presence and decision making on Eritrean 
territory. It also points with pride to its achievements, 
represented by the liberation of 90 percent of Eritrean 
territory and the siege of the enemy in five towns. 


The Froni describes the autonomy plan recently pro- 
posed by Mengistu Haile Mariam as a deception 
intended to pull the rug from underneath the ELF now 
that the war has shifted to Ethiopian territory itself. 


The Eritreari leadership speaks with pain about the 
disunity disease that has afflicted the body of the Eri- 
trean revolution right from the beginning and about 
those behind this disunity. The leadershiz, voices the 
slogan of democratic dialogue through the AL-QABAS 
rostrum. [passage omitted] 
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[AL-QABAS] Are you pleased with the amount of sup- 
port and assistance given by the Arab states to you as a 
liberation movement? 


Lubab: In my opinion, this is an extremely important 
question. So let us be candid in the reply. 


First, we belong to the Arab homeland, to which we are 
linked by the bonds of blood, kinsmanship, language, 
and geography. We are also fully convinced that the Arab 
homeland is our backbone that stands by and supports 
us. Despite their difficult circumstances, the Eritrean 
people are sympathetic to the point of taking up arms in 
support of all Arab issues, namely the Palestine question. 
Still, we are grieved that our brothers have failed to 
support the Eritrean cause. The assistance given to our 
revolution is meager and far below our needs. Had we 
obtained sufficient assistance and support for our cause, 
this situation would not have continued and our battles 
would not have continued for 27 years. 


We hoped the Eritrean cause would occupy its position 
in the Arab League and that the revolution would have 
the status of an observer. We began our efforts to achieve 
this in 1981. The 74th session of the Arab League council 
adopted a resolution calling for support of the Eritrean 
cause. The secretary general was authorized to unify the 
revolutionary factions. 


We also hoped that the Arab League would present the 
Eritrean problem to international circles. Regrettably, 
however, some regimes defended Ethiopia. According to 
the Arab League Charter, any Arab country may veto 
any resolution it does not like. No Arab resolution may 
be adopted unless unanimously agreed upon by the 
League members. The resolution on the Eritrean cause 
was adopted by the majority. It, therefore, did not move 
a single step forward. 


Some causes were met with great concern by the Arab 
League, although they do not deserve such concern. We 
are in an area close to the Arab region, an area in which 
colonization threatens the Arab peninsula. If we consider 
Bab El Mandeb as the southern gate of the Arab home- 
land, we are at this gate. This requires considerable 
support for our cause. If all that is said about the region 
and its Arabism were put into practice, foreign powers 
would not interfere in the region. 


As the subject was left for personal assessment, Ethiopia 
had the chance to procrastinate under the pretext that it 
supports the Arabs. Some began providing assistance out 
of fear of communist infiltration. Some declared their 
support for the Eritrean cause while providing annual 
assistance to Addis Ababa for 5 years. Some do not aid 
us under the pretext that the Eritreans are split. They say 
they do not know who to support. Do the Eritreans 
disagree on armed struggle as a means for achieving their 
end, namely, the independence and freedom of their 
country? Secondary disagreements are natural and a fact 
of life. There are ideological and sectarian differences. 
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Even the fingers of one hand are not equal. We live in a 
world still under the influence of tribal and regional factors, 
personal disagreements, and individual ambitions. 


Our Arab brothers should have played the role of a 
mediator without prejudice to any party. They should 
have tried to solve the problem of the Eritrean revolu- 
tion if this problem was the lack of unity or the need for 
help and support. 


We say that there is no current direct support for the 
Eritrean cause except for some help from humanitarian 
organizations here and there. This help does not go 
beyond the boundaries of the Eritrean refugees in Sudan. 
The Eritreans suffering on the frontline or in Eritrea do 
not find the desired support from their Arab brothers. 
They are left prey to Western organizations that, for 
some reason, venture into battlefields to distribute aid 
for missionary and Christianization purposes, exploiting 
our needy and distitute people. 


The Arab support for the Eritrean cause, whether finan- 
cial or through media or adoption, has not reached a 
level that allows us to say that the Arabs have firmly 
stood by us and provided us with the aid we need. 


As we have said, this contradiction in the Arad stand is 
a result of the absence of a unified strategy to determine 
pan-Arab causes according to priorities. I think that the 
liberation issues in Palestine, Eritrea, or any other site 
are the same. They constitute a single cause of interest to 
all the Arabs. 


Putting the blame on the Arabs, however, does not 
acquit us from the faults and shortcomings that require 
correcting. These are represented in the lack of unity. 
Our brothers must help us overcome this problem and 
not remain indifferent. 


‘Abdallah Idris: The ELF always tries noi to be a party to 
inter-Arab disagreements. This is unlike some of the 
Eritrean factions, which followed this or that Arab 
regime or party. 


As an Arab African liberation movement, we are concerned 
about the independence of our decision. We are looking 
forward to establishing good relations with all regimes and 
parties. It is not secret that the independence of our decision 
is one of the problems from which we are suffering. It 
negative'y affects support for us. Some understand support 
as subordination to this party or that regime. We will never 
go back on or bargain the independence of our decision. 
Whatever the circumstances, our reliance will be on ovr 
masses and local resources. 


We also insist that we be present on our land and among 
our people. This is a basic substantial issue for the 
revolution. All other things wil! remain only as support 
and heip. [passage omiited] 
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{[AL-QABAS] Divisions and splits have made you, as an 
Eritrean revolution, lose a chance to make golden gains 
after your big victory in the battle arena of the seventies, 
when you liberated over 90 percent of your land. Had it 
not been for the divisions, that military victory would 
have been transformed into a political and diplomatic 
victory. | am worried that your military victories 
achieved in the past months will be meaningless withcut 
Eritrean unity. Is it also true that Ethiopia does not know 
with whom it should negotiate, as Mengistu said in a 
press conference at the end of last May? 


Idiris: Concerning Mengistu’s wondering with whom we 
should negotiate, one of the Sudanese officials answered 
him, saying he knows the Eritrean factions and he could 
bring them together and meet with them if he wanted to 
negotiate. That is another topic, however. [passage omitted] 


There are at the moment only two active organizations in 
the Eritrean arena: The ELF and the Popular Front. Despite 
our disputes, we fight side by side until we liberate our land. 
As for the other factions and organizations, they play no role 
in the arena of fighting and battles at all. We hear about 
them only through the media and read about them in the 
newspapers. Perhaps many of our Arab brothers have real- 
ized this fact. Despite this, however, we did not abandon 
our unification plan. At the beginning of March, we called 
on everyone to end these disputes and achieve a minimum 
of coordination to stop the media campaigns, fighting, and 
the assassinations in the Sudan. We should instead pool our 
resources and mobilize the masses iniernally and abroad. 


The issue of unity, as far as we are concerned, is part of 
the national struggie and a central aim of the ELF. Some 
may not agree with us on this issue, but we persist on 
reaching a minimum of agreement. If we do not meet 
today, then tomorrow, or the day after. [passage omitted] 


[AL-QABAS] Don't you believe that the silence of the 
Somali-Ethiopian front and the withdrawal of both 
countries’ armies from the lines of confrontation after 
the peace agreement between Mogadishu and Addis 
Ababa will give the Ethiopian regime the chance to 
reconsider its policy on the Eritrean front and call for 
emergency Eritrean action on all levels? 


Idris: After the Ethiopian regime announced general 
mobilization against the Eritreans, we directed our calls, 
and still do, to pool the Eritrean resources. | believe that 
the second stage will witness some important develop- 
ments on the level of inter-Eritrean meetings. 


The positive steps available today consist of our ability 
to liberate over 90 percent of our lard and nine major 
cities during the battles fought between the revolutionary 
forces and the Ethiopian forces last March and April. All 
this liberated land 1s now under Eritrean administration. 
The Ethiopian Army has been besieged in the cities of 
Asmera, Mits‘iwa, Kurun, Aseb, and Mandafara and does 
not dare leave the cities despite the troop concentrations, 
the promises of the Mengistu regime, and the air raids. 
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This great victory achieved by the revolution and the 
similar past victory of 1977 are considered a step for- 
ward on the military level. At the same time, it requires 
joint effort and a coordinated national program io keep 
it going and to strengthen it. 


Therefore, we believe that unity is very important, at 
least to those fighting in the arena. This does not mean 
neglecting others, however. Any Eritrean voice, no mat- 
ter how small, should be attracted and made to partici- 
pate in a solution. 


[AL-QABAS] The Ethiopian regime has proposed an 
administrative autonmy plan for Eritrea and some other 
regions, like the Ogadeb region. What is the ELF’s stand, 
and do you see in this plan a retreat from Addis Ababa’s 
previous stands? 


‘Abdallah Idris: As a front, we believe that Ethiopia has 
taken administrative, and not political, decisions to 
resolve problems. But once we compare the recent deci- 
sions with the nine-point decisions which in 1977 called 
for dividing Eritrea into several provinces linked to 
Ethiopia, we wili fad some retreai. This is because the 
Eritrean revolution has created a new fait accompli in 
Ethiopia echoed in the national and political opposition 
movements, which numbered 10. 


Accordingly, our confrontation with Ethiopia was not 
confined to the Eritrean territories, but extended into 
Ethiopian territories. In view of this wave of opposition, 
Mengistu’s regime was compelled to retreat and propose 
solutions at the national level calling for autonomy to the 
Oromo, Tigre, Ogaden, and Adal communities. It also 
proposed autonomy for Eritrea and described it as 
distinguished. It then circumvented it and seized the 
port of Aseb and attached it to the Walu province. It then 
divided the other Eritrean provinces and considered 
every province a miniature av*onomous region within 
the framework of autonomy in Eritrea. 


We consider this much less than the ambitions of the 
Eritrean people, who were united in their rejection of this 
plan. The recent escalation at the battlefront might have 
helped depict the Eritrean stand as strong. However, despite 
our insistence on continued fighting and liberation, we have 
repeatedly stressed our readiness to sit at the negotiating 
table with the Ethiopian regime through an international 
mediator or a mediator from the regional organizations, be 
it the OAU or the Arab League, or any neutral country that 
ensures the safety of the meetings held on its territory. We 
must stress in this regard that we also consider direct and 
unconditional negotiations with the Eth.opian regime as 
one of our means of struggle. There were several instances of 
negotiation with the Ethiopian regime following the fall of 
Haile Selassie. These negotiations were held after the regime 
had raised democratic slogans and expressed its readiness to 
negotiate with the Eritrean revolution in order to resolve the 
problem which, it said, it inherited from the emperor's era 
and for which it was not responsible. 
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I would like to indicate that the first to begin secret 
meetings with the Ethiopian regime was the Popular 
Front, followed by the ELF. Several meetings were held 
by Libyan, South Yemeni, and GDR officials in 1977 
and 1980, but they did not lead to encouraging results. 
We continue to call for direct negotiations through any 
acceptable nediator. Prior to our current tour of the 
Gulf region, our Sudanese brother: told us that they are 
ready to mediate between us and the Ethiopians. There 1s 
also a Soviet attempt in this regard. This attempt might 
be aimed at rescuing the Ethiopian regime from collapse 
or might be prompted by Soviet support for liberation 
and peace movements or by the Soviet Union's new 
policy under Gorbachev. 


Lubab: The Ethiopian regime's autonomy plan is aimed at 
deceiving both the Eritreax. and world public. When Ethio- 
pia proposed it, it did not cite Eritrea as a unified region, a 
country, or a homeland. It wanted to partition the land into 
regions and give autonomy to a group of regons according 
to population concentrations and ethnic affiliation, and not 
to the known region of Eritrea. Consequently, this was 
aimed at weakening the Eritrean entity and the revolution 
and obliterating the Eritreans’ affiliation. 


It is notable that the Ethiopian regime's autonomy plan 
coincided with the Ethiopian national day to depict its 
new era as serious and sincere in secking to resolve its 
problems and the Eritrean question in particular. It then 
sent delegations to the Arab countries to communicate 
the new trends and seek assistance, and then pull the rug 
from under the feet of the Eritrean revolution. The 
Ethiopian delegation has, naturally, not discussed the 
quality of rule or the how to apply it. Hence, the tour was 
aimed at deceiving the Arab and world public opinion. 
As for us, we exposed the false plan since in the firs* 
place we are not part of Ethiopia, and so that autonomy 
can be applied to us. If there are communities in Ethio- 
pia that seek autonomy, the matter will then concern 
them and Ethiopia. 


‘Abdallah Idris: | would like to explain another point. It 
is a fact that the Eritrean revolution, which played a big 
role in * ppling the Haile Selassie regime by alerting and 
enlightening all factions of the Ethiopian people to their 
rights and by supporting the allied opposition move- 
ments, is capable of playing an effective role in shaking 
and toppling the present regime. Therefore, Mengistu’s 
regime should develop its present proposal and search 
for a peaceful solution to the conflict, because the 
ongoing war will neither benefit Ethiopia nor give it 4 
chance for development and progress. 


{[AL-QABAS] The Eritrean revolution must have pinned 
some hopes on the recent Moscow summit between 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan. I hope you have a good opinion about 
the summit’s position on the Eritrean question” 
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Lubab: What has been leaked on the Moscow super- 
power summit is very little. But what we can confirm ts 
that the current war in Eritrea concerns both sides. 
Reagan stated before the summit that he would raise the 
Eistrea and Tigray problems from the humanitarian 
viewpoint so the USSR could appiy pressure on Ethiopia 
to allow relief convoys to those two regions. But we do 
not know for sure if the U.S. President indeed raised this 
humanitarian issue. Since our region is a hotbed, it is 
certain that the two superpowers included it among the 
hot regional problems. It is in the Americans’ interest to 
raise the question of the Soviet presence in Ethiopia. We 
also believe that the USSR has begun to change its 
foreign policies. Its vigning of the withdrawal from 
Afghanistan serves as proof that Gorbachev is in the 
process of settling issues that have been a chron‘c head- 
ache for his country. I believe he has begun to benefit a 
great deal from the experiences of his predecessors, who 
created hotbeds and got bogged down in them. 


Al any rate, any agreement or disagreemen! between the 
two superpowers agrees with their interests. 


[AL-QABAS] The OAU has ignored the Eritrean ques- 
tion. Is it conspiring against you? 


‘Abdallah Idris: This neglect can be attributed to three 
reasons: first, some African leaders’ view of Eritrea as a 
European legacy; second, the existence of the OAU 
headquarters in Ethiopia; and third, doubts raised by 
Ethiopian regimes about the Eritrean revolution’s iden- 
tity. Emperor Haile Selassie used to claim that the 
Eritrean revolution was exported by the Arab and 
Islamic states and that Ethiopia was being targeted as a 
Christian country Mengistu Haile Mariam is saying the 
same thing and raising the same doubts, using different 
expressions. He says Ethiopia is being targeted as a 
progressive state and that the Eritrean revolution is 
backed by imperialist and reactionary circles. 


It 1s difficult to be general or absolute by saying that the 
OAU ts conspiring agains: or hostile to the Eritrean cause. 
This is because some African states have adopted honorable 
stands in support of our cause. For instance, the League of 
African Socialist Parties, which was once led by Senegalese 
President Leopold Singhore and is now under President 
Abdou Diouf, has adopted a clear stand toward our cavse. 
President Singhore met with Ethiopian President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam several times and told him that the league 
would not permit aa African state to colonialize another 
African state in view of the Eritrean question's legal back- 
ground and international legitimacy. 


Countries like Guinea and Mozambique have main- 
tained supportive stands, but they cannot adopt the 
cause. We had expected the African Arab states to play a 
role in this respect. 


Sudan had presented the Eritrean cause at a certain stage 
before the OAU. Tunisia also presented the cause and for 
this reason severed its relations with Ethiopia. 
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We now see some significant changes in the interest of 
our cause in Africa. Several small states have begun to 
listen to and sympathize with the Eritrean revolution; 
They have not publicized their s:ands. 


Lubab: The OAU, as an international regional organiza- 
tion, is called upon to play a positive role concerning 
peoples’ causes. If the OAU today supports the struggle 
of the peoples of South Africa and Namibia, the Eritrean 
question is not less important. It is also a national 
liberation cai se. 


[AL-QABAS] Have you been able to raise your issue 
before international organizations such as the ICO” 


‘Abdallah Idris: We took part in the Islamic summit in 
Al-Ta‘if. The summit issued a resolution in support of 
our cause, urging a2 peaceful solution. The summit 
formed a committee of African states to meet wiih 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, but he refused to meet with it. 


On the UN level, we held several meetings at the UN 
headquarters in New York and submitted several memos. 
However, we always faced obstacles due to the lack of any 
State or organization willing to adopt our cause. 


Lubab: After the Al-Ta‘if Islamic summit, which was 
hampered by Mengistu’s obstinacy, it seems the ICO 
became very occupied with other problems in the Islamic 
and Arab world. Although we did not take part in the 
1987 Islamic summit in Kuwait, we submitted a memo 
presenting our cause and the summit declared its support 
for our people's struggle and right to self-determination. 


[AL-QABAS] Ethiopia is trying to link the Eritrzan question 
with the southern Sudanese problem. Can the Eritreans foil 
the Ethiopian regime's designs hy mediating between Khar- 
toum and the SPLM led by John Garang? 


‘Abdallah Idris: The Eritrean revolution could have 
contributed to a settlement. The Garang movement 
however, has linked itself with Ethiopia and set up a 
barrier between us. Therefore, we cannot claim that we 
have played a role in this respect. However, we are in 
close touch with all political parties and forces in Sudan 
and our cause is known to them. 


What we know is that ihe Sudanese people believe a 
peaceful political resolution of all its problems, including 
the problem of southern Sudan. The Sudanese also agree on 
the unity of the north; that is the north and the south. If we 
are in position to get the Sudanese brothers together, we will 
be ready for that, because a unified strong Sudan is a 
support for the Eritrean people and revolution. 
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Kenya 


NRA Soldier Sentenced for Illegal Entry 19 Ju! 
EA1907193988 Nairobi KNA in English 1655 GMT 
19 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] Busia, 19 Jul—One of the Ugandan National 
Resistance Army (NRA) soldiers who attacked Sumba 
Island on Sunday killing a Kenya civilian and harassing 
many others was arrested on the island today. He was 
jailed for a total of 14 years. The Ugandan will be 
repatriated after the jail terms. He iced five counts. 


Corporal .'affar Siroba [name as received] (No. 45643) of 
26 battalion of Maka Masafu Barracks was charged 
before a Busia court. In the first count the sold.er was 
accused of illegal possession of a firearm while the 
second said he had possessed several rounds of ammu- 
nition i!legally. The Ugandan was also accused of enter- 
ing Kenya without authority. 


The court beard that Siroba, 23, was spotted by members of 
the public this morning at the island where he had gone 
hiding after the Sunday shootout. Wananchi [citizens] 
i.2vted the police. The prosecution was led by Inspector 
Thomas Waganda. The accused pleaded guilty, confessing 
that during the Sunday attack he had an AK-47 rifle and 190 
rounds. He said he joined N'RA in 1985. 


The court said that the Ugandan soldier had commit- 
ted serious offences for which he could hav« died in 
certain countries. 


Police Chief on Disturbance 
EA2007100988 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
20 Jul 88 p 12 


[Unsigned article: “Kilonzo Speaks on Border Clash") 


( 1ext] The state security is not aware of any Kenyan politi- 
cian who is fuelling trouble at the Kenya-Uganda border, 
resulting in the recent shoot-out between Kenya police and 
the Uganda National Resistance Army (NRA) soldiers, Police 
Comissioner Mr Philip Kilonzo said yesterday. 


Mr Kilonzo was refuting allegations attributed to the 
minister for labour, Mr Peter Habenga Okondo, that 
some prominent wealthy politicians are fuelling trouble 
at the border. When asked if he had any security reports 
from the border on the activities of the unnamed wealthy 
politicians, Mr Kilonzo said: Nothing is in security 
records implicating anyone. 


He told the Kenya police, there was no further report 
about trouble from the |yorder. 


On Monday, Mr Okondo summoned a press conference 
in his office and claimed that two wealthy politicians 
from the Samia [tribe] in Samia constituency, furmerly 
Busia central, were involved in provoking the NRA men 
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Uganda 


Rebel Leader Reports on Clashes, Arrests 
4B1307060588 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Nearly 3 weeks after reports that Uganda was 
hoiding 19 Zairians who had fled across the border, the 
Zairian opposition guerrille group, the PLC [Pany of 
Congolese Liberation], has been giving its version of 
what happened. The 19 were rounded up in the Uganda 
town of (Kasese) after an outbreak of shooting inside 
Zaire early last month. While Uganda has made it clear 
that the PLC is not welcome in Uganda, it 1s home to 
many Zairian refugees, and violence between the guer- 
rillas and troops loyal to President Mobutu often spills 
over the border. On the line to Uganda, Julian Marshall 
has been talking to (Adam Karley), a member of the 
PLC’s Central Committee. Here is his report. 


[Begin recording] (Adam Karley), which is his nom de 
guerre, tcid me that on 2 and 3 June, PLC forces 
mounted a series of attacks in the no: theast of the Zaire. 
They hit the military camp of (Kimacoupe), moved on to 
(Matolo), and then Kasindi which is a trading center. Mir 
(Karley) claimed that in the course of the attacks, :ebel 
forces killed 120 Zairian troops and wounded many 
others; four trucks were needed he said to take the 
corpses away. But the rebels retreated when go" ernment 
forces mounted a counteroffensive. Mr (Karle. ) said that 
the rebel commander had no map and in tryiig to return 
to the rebel base camp in the Ruwenzor: mountains 
inside Zaire, he had strayed with his men into Uganda. 
There they had been arrested by Uganda soldiers and 
were still being held at (Kasese) barracks. Mr (Kariey) 
said he had been to see the detained men and they were 
in good condition, preparing food for themselves. And 
he thanked the Ugandan Government which has so far 
not handed them back to the Zairian authorit:es. 


Mr (Karley) claimed that the PLC now had 7,000 men 
under arms inside Zaire, | 000 of them at the Ruwenzori 
base camp and the rest elsewhere waiting for, as lie put it, 
the alarm. All their support came from inside the country 
with local people supplying food and clothes, and he 
claimed guns and explosives provided by disgruntled 
members of the Zairian Army. He said the PLC had 
taken up arms in 1986 and the aim cf the movement 
remains the overthrow of the Mobutu regime and the 
installation of a democratic government. Some members 
of the regime he said saw the PLC as a serious threat, 
others did not. As to the movement's relationship with 
the Ugandan Government, Mr (Karley) said that Presi- 
dent Museveni did not involve Uganda in what he 
described as our problem, despite Zaire’s claims to the 
contrary. President Museveni knew thai the PLC existed 
in Uganda, but the movement operated inside Zaire and 
not from Uganda. There were thousands of Zairian 
refugees in Uganda, some of them had been there since 
1964. As for himself, he was a combatant and not a 
refugee. [end reco: ding] 
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Angola 


Dos Santos Rejects Zaire’s Mediation Efforts 
MB1907193488 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] In a message sent to his Zairian counterpart, Mobutu 
Sese Seko, the Angolan president, Comrade Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, says that recent statements by the Zairian head 
of state, aimed at playing an alleged mediating role in the 
resolution of Angola’s internal problem, constitute grave 
interference in the domestic affairs of our country, an 
unfriendly action, and a dangerous precedent. Thus, Angola 
categorically rejects all open or covert initiatives by the 
Republic of Zairian designed to convince the Angolan 
authorities to accept the so-called coalition government 
with South Africa’s UNITA puppets. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos also said in his 
message that the Republic of Zaire experienced prob- 
lems in the past and experiences problems today that are 
neither less grave nor less complex than the problems 
experienced by the People’s Republic of Angola today. 
Yet, neighboring countries are not interfering in any way 
in the Zairian Government's search for original solutions 
to overcome them. 


Stating that at this stage he does not intend to respond 
accordingly, the Angolan head of state appeals to Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko to reconsider his position, by 
conforming with OAU resolutions subscribed to by the 
Republic of Zaire. 


Finally, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos says that he 
believes that common sense, which characterized the 
latest meeting of the joint defense and security commis- 
sion, will prevail and that the spirit of good-neighborli- 
ness and understanding renewed in our bilateral rela- 
tions will be maintained in the interests of our people 
and peace in the region. 


Mozambique 


Two RSA Students Detained for Expired Visas 
MB1907112588 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] Mozambican Cooperation Minister Jacinto 
Veloso announced the arrest of two South African youths 
in Mozambique. The youths arrested are Herman Burger 
and Charles Embleton. The minister said when the 
students were detained their visas had expired. Mr 
Veloso says the two will be released since investigations 
cleared them of any serious wrongdoing. 
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Students Deny Mistreatment 
MB1907113688 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] The two South African students, 22-year-old 
Herman Burger of Stellenbosch, and his 20-year-old 
friend, Charles Embleton, who have been held in jail in 
Maputo since last week, have been released. They will 
return home today. Herman’s father, Dr Frans Burger, 
who is a minister with the NGK [Dutch Reformed 
Church] Bloemfontein North congregation, told our 
news staff in the city that his son had telephoned him 
from Maputo an hour ago to give him the good news. He 
told his father that he and his friend had not been 
ill-treated, but that they were very pleased to be free. The 
two students were arrested after Charles had apparently 
taken photographs in Maputo. The two of them had been 
visiting Maputo to distribute bibles, food, and medicine. 


Chissano Hails Poland’s Jaruzelski on Birthday 
MB1207195088 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano sent a message of 
congratulations to Wojciech Jaruzelski, first secretary of 
the Polish United Workers’ Party Central Committee, 
on the occasion of his 75th birthday anniversary. In a 
message sent on the occasion, Joaquim Chissano reiter- 
ated the desire to deepen and further consolidate existing 
relations of friendship, militant solidarity, and bilateral 
cooperation between the peoples and parties of Mozam- 
bique and Poland. 


Mines Minister Comments on GDR, CSSR Visits 
MB1107120088 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 11 Jul 88 


[Text] In Maputo today, Mineral Resources Minister 
Joao Kachamila said that Mozambique and the GDR 
may soon cooperate in the field of environmental affairs. 


Minister Kachamila was speaking to Radio Mozambique 
after his visits to Czechoslovakia and the GDR. In the 
GDR, the Mozambican minister of mineral resources 
discussed the possibility of collaboration and coopera- 
tion in the field of environmental affairs. He noted that 
Mozambique needs to create conditions to manage and 
control environmental problems. 


In Czechoslovakia, Minister Joao Kachamila reviewed 
the implementation of a bilateral cooperation accord, 
and discussed new areas of cooperation, notably in the 
area of mining. 


{Begin Kachamila recording] We discussed a number of 
issues during the visit. We discussed Czechoslovak sup- 
port for our ministry and the possibility of Czechoslovak 
enterprises participating in geological research work. 
They are interested in heavy sands, apatites [words 
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indistinct]. We also discussed the possibility of Czecho- 
slovak support for the development of the Technical 
Institute for Geology and Mines, and so on. 


During Our visit, we toured a number of enterprises, 
mines and institutes. We learned about Czechoslovakia’s 
development in the field of mining, especially in coal 
production. It was an interesting experience. It is a very 
old industry which has produced coal for over 200 years. 
We also visited ceramic centers. Czechoslovakia is 
known as one of the world’s greatest producers of 
ceramic goods. [end recording] 


Mocumbi Visits Saudi Arabia To Discuss Refugees 
MB1207175888 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Text] Our country’s foreign minister, Pascol Mocumbi, 
said in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, that apartheid is the 
principal cause of the problem of refugees in southern 
Africa. The Mozambican foreign minister is in Saudi 
Arabia as a member of aOAU and United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees delegation visiting that 
country to discuss material assistance to refugees in 
southern Africa with government officials. 


ANC’s Tambo Arrives, Comments on RSA Elections 
MB1207192388 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Text] ANC President Oliver Tambo said on his arrival 
in Maputo today that his organization was currently 
engaged in mobilizing the South African people to boy- 
cott the local elections fixed by the Pretoria regime for 
next October. Tambo was speaking to Radio Mozambi- 
que this afternoon shortly after his arrival in Maputo to 
attend the proceedings of the SADCC summit meeting 
due to begin after tomorrow. He described meetings of 
this nature as important to efforts by the SADCC coun- 
tries to reduce their economic dependence on South 
Africa. This helps in advancing the struggle of the South 
African people to overthrow apartheid, Oliver Tambo 
said. Also arriving on the the same plane to attend the 
summit meeting was Pascual Luvualu, a member of the 
MPLA-Labor Party Political Bureau. 


Machungo Continues Visit to Tete Province 


Briefed on Famine Problem 
MB ‘207085988 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 11 Jul 88 


[Text] The northern Mozambican Province of Tete con- 
tinues to require emergency food aid until at least next 
April. This has been disclosed by Tete’s provincial 
governor, Cadmiel Muthemba. Reports say in addition 
to South Africa’s war of destabilization, this year’s rains 
were low in the south of the province, and then the 
districts of (?Fingoe) and Magoe were affected by flood- 
ing on the River Zambezi. (?7The problem was) made 
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worse by a plague of locusts which devastated crops 
around Tete city, and in the districts of Changara, 
Cahora Bassa, and Moatize. 


The war has displaced at least 554,000 of Tete’s inhab- 
itants. Of these, 300,000 have fled over the border into 
Malawi, Zambia or Zimbabwe to escape from South 
Africa’s MNR bandits. The 254,000 are displaced within 
the province. This amounts to aoout half of Tete’s total 
population. 


In his revelations to Prime Minister Mario Machungo, 
who is currently visiting Tete, Mr Muthemba said there 
is hunger because there is no production due, basically, 
to the war of destabilization. 


Accompanied by Agriculture Minister Alexandre Zande- 
mela, the prime minister yesterday visited Angonia 
district, formerly considered the breadbasket of Tete. 
Before banditry ravaged Tete, Angonia could supply not 
only the rest of the province, but also export foodstuffs to 
other parts of Mozambique. 


In recent months, parts of Angonia district occupied by 
the MNR have been retaken by the Mozambican Armed 
Forces, and in general the military situation north of the 
Zambezi has improved substantially. However, reports 
say there has been a resurgence of banditry in the south 
of the province. 


The improving security situation in Angonia has led 
many of the district’s inhabitants to return from Malawi. 
Since January, 80,000 former refugees have made their 
way back to Angonia. They are anxious to restart agri- 
cultural production on the fertile Angonia plateau. The 
local authorities also hope to revive the giant state farm, 
the Angonia Agro-Industrial Complex, CAIA, that was 
totally paralyzed by the MNR. 


During his visit to Tete, the prime minister is expected to 
tour two major industries in the province, the coal mines 
at Moatize, and the Cahora Bassa dam. Both have been 
severely affected by the war. 


Talks to Carbomoc Management 
MB1207124688 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Text] This morning Prime Minister Dr Mario da Graca 
Machungo met with the management of the Mozambi- 
que National Coal Company, Carbomoc, as part of his 
working visit to Tete Province. 


When he addressed Carbomoc management members in 
Tete this morning, Mario Machungo said: The difficul- 
ties we are experiencing are temporary. Guided by the 
Frelimo Party, the Mozambican people will overcome 
them. Machungo stressed that armed bandits have their 
days numbered because reason and justice are on our 
side. Dr Mario Machungo said there is no doubt that 
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whatever the difficulties faced by the Mozambicans, they 
will win, and the armed bandits and sponsors will be 
swept into the trash can of history. 


Speaking on behalf of the government, the prime minister 
praised Carbomoc’s management and workers for their 
determination to stay put and to keep the enterprise run- 
ning, as well as seeking alternative markets for their produc- 
tion. The prime minister expressed confidence that Carbo- 
moc in the future will produce 300,000 tons and open-cast 
mines will come into operation as planned. 


The prime minister added: Our enemy does not want us 
to turn Moatize into a truly developed mining city, a city 
from which we would export millions of tons of coal to 
the world. This is our dream, and we will fulfill it 
through our determination. 


Carbomoc’s management presented its report to Prime 
Minister Mario Machungo, giving a detailed account of 
the enterprise's situation. The report says there are five 
underground mines capable of producing 450,00 tons 
of coal. There are three underground mines currently 
Operating with a capacity of 120,000 tons. The report put 
Carbomoc’s maximum output at 535,000 tons after its 
nationalization in 1981. Carbomoc has operated only 
with three of its mines since 1983, the last one of which 
was commissioned last year. 


As part of the current Economic Rehabilitation Pro- 
gram, the Carbomoc management report says that once 
production was resumed the enterprise had an output of 
43,000 tons, compared with slightly more than 3,000 
tons in 1986. The enterprise plans to produce 85,000 
tons of coal this year. However, there are problems 
caused by a lack of explosions and bulbs. 


Dr Mario Machungo is scheduled to visit the Agrarian 
House, the cement and ceramics factories, and Tete’s 
metallurgical enterprise in Tete city this afternoon. 


Namibia 


Grenade Explosion Outside Windhoek Kills One 
MB2007082288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0819 GMT 20 Jul 88 


[Text] Windhoek, July 20, SAPA—A black solder died and 
12 were seriously injured when two unidentified men threw 
Soviet-made Fl handgrenades into the back of a troop 
carrier in Katutura Township outside Windhoek this morn- 
ing, a SWA Territory Force spokesman said. 


Eight more troops sustained less serious injuries and four 
were reported to be slightly injured. 


The men were members of 2 SWA special unit who were 
being collected at 6:45 am to report for duty when the 
blasts occurred, the SWATF spokesman said. 
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The two handgrenades were apparently thrown by two 
men who had run after the Samil troop carrier. 


Police are investigating. 


The attack came as South Africa, Angola and Cuba 
prepared to reply today to a set of broad guidelines 
aimed at resolving the Angolan-SWA/Namibian dispute. 


Representatives from the three countries met in New 
York last week under the chairmanship of the United 
States Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Dr 
Chester Crocker. 


On July 6, a black man died and 18 people were injured, 
eight of them seriously, in a bomb blast that wrecked a 
Windhoek butcher shop. 


Three days later a S0kg car bomb exploded at Oka- 
handja, about 70 km north of Windhoek, causing exten- 
sive damage to buildings, but there were not casualties. 


In February this year, 27 people died in a bomb blast in 
a commercial bank at Oshakati in northern SWA/Na- 
mibia which made it the worst incident of urban terror- 
ism to date in the territory and in South Africa. 


Trade Unions Seen Forming ‘Major Force’ 
MB1907115088 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN 
in English 15-21 Jul 88 p 4 


[By Mark Verbaan] 


[Text] The launch of a new trade union and a major 
recognition agreement this month has indicated that Nami- 
bia’s labour movement is becoming increasingly powerful— 
and a major force which can no longer be ignored. 


Although trade unionism in Namibia has a history 
dating back more than 30 years, it was only in 1986 that 
SWAPO’s Windhoek branch decided to revive the dor- 
mant National Union of Namibian Workers [NUNW). 


Since then five trade unions, embracing virtually every 
sector employing workers, have been established under 
the NUNW umbrella body. 


The most recently-formed, the Namibia Transport and 
Allied Workers Union (NATAU), was established at the 
beginning of this month. 


It joins the Mineworkers Union of Namibia (MUN); the 
Namibian Food and Allied Union (NAFAU); the Nami- 
bia Public Workers Union (NAPWU) and the Metal and 
Allied Namibia Workers Union (MANWU). 


During the launch of NATAU, the chairman of the NUNW, 
Mr Barnabus Tjizu, urged delegates to wage their labour 
struggle within the context of national liberation. 
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In the space of two short years, these unions have 
accumulated a membership of approximately 70,000 
workers—the vast majority of the country’s workforce. 


The unity which Namibia’s unions have managed to 
achieve was demonstrated recently when their members 
were called upon to stage a two-day stayaway less than a 
month ago. 


Most businesses and industries in the territory were 
either forced to close their doors or maintain production 
on a limited scale. In many cases management had to get 
down and do the dirty work themselves. 


The two day strike was particularly effective in the 
mining industry, with production at two of Namibia’s 
most powerful mining houses grinding to a halt. 


The diamond mine at Oranjemund, owned by Consoli- 
dated Diamond Mines (CDM) and De Beers, was hit by 
a virtual 100 percent stayaway while Rossing Uranium 
near Swakopmund on the coast was similarly affected. 
Both mines lost millions of rands as a result. Although 
most employers adopted a “no work-no pay” attitude, 
there were those who had threatened their work force 
with dismissal if they stayed away. 


When the strike ended, several hundred workers found 
that they had been fired, and union officials are busy 
investigating each individual case. Court action may 
follow in coming months. 


The stayaway, the first on a national basis since 1971, 
was caused by the interim government's failure to meet 
certain demands made by the trade unions “‘on behalf of 
Namibia’s workers.” 


These demands included the removal of SADF military 
bases from the immediate vicinity of schools in the 
north, the release of all those being detained without trial 
and an end to police violence in the townships. 


The five unions in the country operate on a highly- 
politicised level. 


Union leaders emphasise that the presence of South 
African troops in Namibia, and the fact that the country 
is a South African colony, are issues which directly affect 
Namibian workers and their families—the majority of 
which live in the war-torn northern regions. 


The leaders of two of the unions once fought with the 
People’s Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN), 
SWAPO’s armed wing, and have both served time on 
Robben Island. 


When it come: to detentions in Namibia, trade unionists 
are a prime target. 
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Dozens have been arrested and detained without trial in 
the past two years, although in most cases charges have 
never been laid. 


The union offices in Katutura township have been 
regularly searched and unionists have in the past been 
assaulted and arrested when police move into the town- 
ship on various operations. The Deputy Secretary-Gen- 
eral of NAFAU, Mr MacDonald Ntlabathi, was detained 
under security legislation on June 17, the interim gov- 
ernment’s third anniversary, and was released on R200 
bail last week. 


His arrest came in the wake of the two-day stayaway, and 
after authorities blamed “pro-UDF foreign elements from 
South Africa” for inciting workers and students to strike. 


Mr Ntlabathi is now facing charges under the Aliens Act 
for being in Namibia “illegally”, and if convicted will be 
“deported” back to South Africa—a somewhat strange 
situation considering there are no border posts between 
the two countries. 


Less than two weeks ago, an historic agreement provid- 
ing for aspects of collective bargaining and employment 
relationships was signed between management of CDM 
and officials from the Mineworkers Union. 


One of the clauses of the agreement, signed in Oranje- 
mund, said that CDM shall neither victimise nor intim- 
idate MUN officials or members. The company will not 
unlawfully interfere with MUN activities either. 


The agreement, which is legally binding, was signed by 
MUN President Asser Kapere, and CDM General Man- 
ager, Keith Whitelock. 


The mining company also undertook not to reduce the 
wages of union members or display unfair treatment to 
workers because of their MUN affiliation or activities. 


Many of the country’s major employers, who are invari- 
ably white conservatives, hesitate to sign formal agree- 
ments with the trade unions because of their links with 
the SWAPO.-affiliated NUNW. 


These employers have for so long been led to believe that 
anything to do with SWAPO is bad, that employees have 
in the past been dismissed for belonging to one of the 
unions—or for merely being a supporter of SWAPO. 


Despite these handicaps, the labour movement in Nami- 
bia continues to grow from strength to strength. 


None of the left-leaning political groupings have yet 
achieved the solidarity of the unions in their two years of 
existence. 


Many believe that the unions will soon have the potential to 
achieve some real results in Namibia's struggle for freedom. 
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As one unionist said: “The struggle of the workers is the 
same as Namibia’s struggle for independence.” 


Republic of South Africa 


Commentary Criticizes Dukakis, Kinnock Policies 
MB2007055488 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 20 Jul 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] If truth is the first victim of war, some politi- 
cians—evidently unable to distinguish between a mili- 
tary and a political campaign—must take their politics 
very seriously indeed. Indeed, truth has not only been 
defeated, it has been obliterated in the onslaught of 
pronouncements on south and southern Africa that have 
come from Neil Kinnock and Michael Dukakis in the 
last few days. The two, both battling top persuade their 
voters that they deserve the highest office of government 
in their countries, have elicited from media commenta- 
tors reactions ranging from amusement to astonishment. 
One resigned columnist advised his readers to treat it “‘as 
the egregious rubbish it is.” 


The behavior of the two might well be amusing if the 
issues—and the potential consequences for the people of an 
entire subcontinent—were not so serious. It would provide 
entertainment if the motive—advancement of personal 
political ambitions—were not so depressingly cynical. 


In Atlanta, Mr Dukakis, the Democratic Party’s candi- 
date for the American presidential election in Novem- 
ber, is trying to build unanimity at the party convention 
to improve his prospects at the polls. To obtain the 
support of Mr Jesse Jackson and his followers Mr 
Dukakis has agreed to label South Africa a terrorist state. 
It’s too bad that this happens to be a precise inversion of 
the real world, in which South Africa is the target of 
terrorism as well as the most important prop under 
economies of most southern African countries. 


Mr Dukakis has committed himself to more comprehen- 
sive sanctions—regardless of the finding by bodies like 
the Investor Responsibility Research Center that sanc- 
tions are having grim consequences for black employees 
and no effect at all on national policies. And as a further 
sop to Mr Jackson, Mr Dukakis has agreed to abandon 
the demand for a Cuban withdrawal from Angola, not- 
withstanding the fact that even the MPLA government 
now agrees on the need for it. 


Atlanta is a long way from southern Africa, and Mr 
Dukakis has had no great difficulty building his cocoon 
of illusions. Mr Neil Kinnock, leaders of the opposition 
in Britain, has experienced a rather rougher passage on 
his tour of southern Africa. Travelling the region with 
much the same sort of message as that of Mr Dukakis, 
Mr Kinnock has had to be more ingenious to explain 
away the realities he encountered. In Zambia, he found 
that even the wine served by his hosts came from South 
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Africa: In Botswana, he found himself travelling in a 
train belonging to the South African transport services. 
These were surprises, but at least he did know better than 
to ask to see other opposition leaders in the one-party 
states he visited. The hardest bit, however, came when 
he and his party were stopped at gunpoint by Zimba- 
bwean soldiers, exchanged curses, and spent an hour 
under guard before being released on higher authority. 


No matter. Mr Kinnock was able to persuade himself 
that the evidence of South African trade and aid, and the 
encounter with the soldiers, merely proved that South 
Africa was holding its neighbors hostage economically 
while destabilizing them. 


It would be charitable, but mistaken, to suppose that 
these politicians had lost contact with reality. For a 
certain class of Western politician hammering South 
Africa has become an extremely useful way of attracting 
political support—much too useful to be overridden by 
questions about truth or the welfare of the people of 
southern Africa. 


Delegation Returns From Quadripartite Talks 
MB1507101988 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 15 Jul 88 


[Text] The cabinet will be informed this weekend about 
the four-nation talks in New York on a settlement in 
Angola and Namibia. The head of the South African 
delegation, Foreign Affairs Director General Neil van 
Heerden, has said on his return to South Africa that the 
talks had been long and comprehensive, but he could not 
comment on any aspect of developments. 


It is understood the principles agreed to at the talks will 
be kept secret until they are ratified by the various 
governments. Mr Van Heerden said there is no clarity 
regarding the date or place for the next round of talks. 


Vlok Sees ‘Blatant Lies’ in BBC Documentary 
MB1307165588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1628 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria, July 13, SAPA—Investigations by the 
SA Police have shown that “certain allegations” made in 
the controversial BBC Television programme Suffer the 
Children were “blatant lies,” law and @rder minister, Mr 
Adriaan Vlok, said today. We 


He said in a statement two children who feature in the 
film, William Modibedi and Esther Megale, admitted 
during an interview with the SA Police—which was 
videotaped—that they were not assaulted or ill-treated 
by the police. 


ious occasion, two 
‘es Parents Support 
say and he merely 


“According to William, on 
people attached to the DPS¢ 
Support Committee] told hi 
repeated the allegations,” h« 
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Mr Vlok referred to a 15-year-old-girl mentioned in the 
programme who was allegedly detained with men in a cell. 


“Needless to say, this is a shocking allegation since it 
amounts to a serious violation of prescribed proce- 
dures,” he said. “According to a sworn affidavit 
obtained from the woman (26) concerned ... she was 
definitely not detained in the same cell as men.” 


The minister expressed his concern at “the ease with 
which allegations against the South African Police are 
disseminated, without the allegations being confirmed or 
tested in any way.” 


“It is especially regrettable that people who have knowl- 
edge of law and thus should know better, make them- 
selves guilty of such conduct.” 


He also said “other allegations are being investigated as 
a matter of urgency.” 


He said the BBC had refused to broadcast the pro- 
gramme in South Africa “... the purpose of which was to 
place in perspective the biased perception of conditions 
in the Republic of South Africa.” 


Commentary Links Mandela Imprisonment, Violence 
MB1907150288 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Station commentary: “Nelson Mandela’’} 


[Text] The demands in the Western world for the release 
from prison of the former leader of the African National 
Congress, Nelson Mandela, have increased with his 70th 
birthday this week. The demands, however, are misdirected. 
They should be directed at Mandela himself. He could, in 
fact, have been a free man for the past 3 and '2 years. 


At the beginning of 1985, President P.W. Botha offered 
to release Mandela without restrictions on a single con- 
dition with which no believer in democracy could find 
fault. The proviso was that Mandela would have to 
undertake unconditionally to renounce violence as a 
means of achieving political goals. 


Western governments welcomed the move. Mandela did 
not. He refused to abide by the condition of renouncing 
violence and, as a consequence, he was not released from 
prison. His rejection of the offer has had no effect on the 
international campaign demanding his release from 
prison, expecting perhaps to intensify it. 


Above all, Mandela’s rejection of the conditional offer of 
release from prison was in accord with his communist 
philosophy, which was set out during his trial in 1964. 
During his trial on numerous charges of sabotage for 
revolutionary purposes a number of documents in his 
own handwriting were exhibits in court. He stated in one 
of them: The people of South Africa, led by the South 
African Communist Party, will destroy capitalist society 
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and build in its place socialism. He went on to say that 
the transition from capitalism to socialism and libera- 
tion of the black people could not be affected by reform, 
but by revolution. 


The ANC and its imprisoned former leader remain 
committed to the revolutionary transformation of South 
Africa into a socialist state. It is for this reason that 
neither Mandela nor the leadership of the ANC will 
renounce violence and join the democratic process in 
South Africa. 


Police Release Mandela Birthday Organizers 
MB1907150988 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] Nine people who were detained in an attempt to 
stop the Nelson Mandela birthday celebrations in Cape 
Town have been released from detention. 


Those released include Mr Omar Badsha, head of the 
Center of Documentary Photography at UCT [Univer- 
sity of Cape Town]; Argus journalist Miss Rehana Ros- 
souw; political cartoonist Mr Jonathan Shapiro; and the 
UDF Western Cape president, Mr Zoli Malindi. 


The nine, who were all linked to the Nelson Mandela 
Birthday Organizing Committee, were released uncondi- 
tionally after spending 11 days in detention. Comment- 
ing after his release, Mr Badsha said that he was sad- 
dened that the state was prepared to crush all forms of 
protest, adding that despite what the state did, it would 
never alter the fact that Nelson Mandela was the people’s 
leader. Mr Shapiro is soon to take up an overseas 
scholarship in cartoon drawing. 


Council of Churches Pays Tribute to Mandela 
MB1807140588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1354 GMT 18 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg July 18 SAPA—At a time when the 
government was systematically silencing all voices of 
opposition, the witness of Nelson Mandela to the evils of 
apartheid was still being heard by millions throughout 
the world, the South African Council of Churches 
[SACC] said in a statement today. 


“The SACC would like to pay tribute to the courage and 
statemanship of Nelson Mandela on his 70th birthday. 
He has displayed the qualities of leadership, honesty and 
endurance—inspiring so many locally and internation- 
ally to stand against the crime of apartheid. 


“We pray that God will strengthen him and his family in 
the knowledge that no prison wall has been able to silence 
him. No hollow talk of reform has been able to detract 
from the true leaders of the majority of the people of 
South Africa. 
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“We can hope for his immediate release and continue to 
hope and pray for a South Africa as he has always 
envisaged, free and democratic, and humane,” the state- 
ment said. 


Ciskei’s Sebe Asks U.S. To Reconsider Sanctions 
MB1207116388 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Text] President Lennox Sebe of Ciskei requested Amer- 
ican legislators to reconsider their call for further sanc- 
tions against South Africa. Speaking during the closing 
debate in the Ciskei parliament, President Sebe said that 
with sanctions nothing can be achieved except that a 
million innocent people will be affected by it. He again 
emphasized that Ciskei is willing to support South Africa 
in its search for a confederal solution that will contribute 
to exploring the full potential of southern Africa. 


Ciskei Court Order Follows Torture Claims 
MB1107112688 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 7-13 Jul 88 p 1 


[Text] A bloodstained T-shirt and a rag allegedly used to gag 
and blindfold detainees during torture were found inside a 
security police torture room after lawyers searched sections 
of the Zwelitsha police station this week. 


The examination of at least six rooms in the police 
station was conducted after the Ciskei Supreme Court 
granted an order to two former detainees allowing them 
to conduct the search. 


This is the first time that a search of security police 
offices has been carried out. 


The two detainees alleged that they were tortured and 
assaulted by the security police. 


The torture room was found to be a normal security 
police office with a desk and cabinet. The floor and walls 
were noticeably clean. 


The detainees immediately identified the cabinet in the office 
in which the torture equipment was stored. The bloodstained 
T-shirt and rag were locked away in the cabinet. 


According to one of the detainees, a very highranking 
security police officer, known only as Major Ulana, took 
the lead in torturing him. 


Electrodes were attached to various parts of their bodies 
during the torture, the detainees claimed. 


One of the detainees said in his affidavit that he was 
blindfolded and tightly strapped to what appeared to be 
a chair before being subjected to electric shocks. 
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He claims that a rag was stuffed into his mouth when he 
screamed. The torture was extremely painful, the 
detainee claimed, adding that he had lost consciousness 
when subjected to the electric shocks. 


The detainees, Tando Dyanti, a trade unionist, and Boyce 
Soci, a fieldworker employed by the Border Council of 
Churches, were granted permission to conduct the search 
after making an application in the Ciskei Supreme Court. 


The application was made because the perpetrators would 
have done everything possible to “conceal the truth,” the 
former detainees claimed. The aim of the search was to find 
evidence to prove the torture allegations. 


The court also order the police to preserve whatever 
equipment was found. This could be used in a civil claim 
that the detainees plan to bring against the security 
police and the minister of police and justice. 


This is the first application of its kind to be brought 
before the Ciskei courts. 


Afrikaner Leader Opposes Negotiations with ANC 
MB1907103888 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 18 Jul 88 p 4 


[By Fred de Lange] 


[Text] The leader of the Afrikaner Volkswag [Afrikaner 
National Watch], Prof Carel Boshoff, yesterday said his 
organisation was not prepared to negotiate with terror- 
ists or alternatively to negotiate over the barrel of a gun. 


Prof Boshoff was re-acting to a visit by his son, Mr Carel 
Boshoff (Jnr) to Zimbabwe, during which time he had 
come into contact with members of the ANC. 


Mr Boshoff (Jnr) visited Harare last week as part of a 
group of 17 students, invited by Dr Frederick van Zyl 
Slabbert’s [Institute for a Democratic Alternative for 
South Africa]. The group spent five days in Harare where 
they attended classes with Zimbabwean students and 
held discussions with groups on southern African affairs. 


During these informa! meetings he met with members of 
the ANC. 


Prof Boshoff said his son had always been interested in 
Zimbabwe and the way in which it had evolved after 
independence. 


This interest made him accept an invitation to visit the 
country with the other students. 


“At the time he had no intention of speaking to the ANC 
Or negotiating with them in any way. 


“It was only later, during one evening of discussion, that 
he was told that three of the Zimbabwean students were 
members of the ANC,” Prof Boshoff said. 
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He said there was no question of his son negotiating with 
the ANC or legitimising the movement in any way. 


“The Afrikaner Volkswag wiil not negotiate with terror- 
ists,” he said. 


IDASA’s Boraine Comments on Moscow Trip 
MB1507152988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1455 GMT 15 Jul 88 


[Text] Cape Town July 15 SAPA—South Africans 
needed to be engaged in their own “perestroika,” Dr 
Alex Boraine, executive director of the Institute for a 
Democratic Alternative for Southern Africa, [IDASA], 
said today on his return from Moscow. 


Addressing about 400 delegates at the IDASA conference 
on the Freedom Charter, Dr Boraine called on South 
Africans to treat the Freedom Charter, as a dynamic, 
living and open document to which they should add their 
own contribution. 


In the Soviet Union, from where he returned yesterday, 
about 300-million people were earnestly engaged in what 
promised to be the transformation of that country, Dr 
Boraine said. 


He noted, too, that many South Africans who should be 
attending the conference, held at the University of Cape 
Town today could not be there. 


To a burst of applause he said: “Nelson Mandela, of all 
people, should have been here. It would have been a nice 
birthday party.” 


Others who should be attending were Albert Sisulu, 
Oliver Tambo and Govan Mbeki—‘‘who have simply 
been transferred from a small cell to a larger cell.” 


Cannon Mcebisi Xundu, director of the justice and 
reconciliation programme of the Port Elizabeth Diocese, 
said attempts to paint the Freedom Charter as a com- 
munist document were not trve. 


Powers of Black Local Authorities To Be Reduced 
MB1507114988 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
15 Jul 88 p 4 


[By Mzikayise Edom] 


[Text] The Minister of Constitutional Development and 
Planning, Mr Chris Heunis, is to reduce the powers of 
black local authorities in the wake of widespread corrup- 
tion involving several councils in the country. 


Mr Heunis’ action follows allegations of corruption in 
the allocation of residential and business sites by black 
town councils, mainly in the Transvaal. 
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Since February this year the Transvaal Provincial 
Administration [TPA] has been investigating alleged 
corruption in land deals involving most of the 80 black 
councils in the province. 


Mr Olaus van Zyl, MEC [member of the executive 
council] for local authority in the Transvaal, this week 
said TPA provincial councils had no powers to interfere 
in the allocation of sites in black townships. 


He also said that the Black Local Authorities Act made it 
impossible for the Government to interfere in the adminis- 
tration of black councils as they were autonomous. 


“We are aware of the corruption, but we have no powers 
to take any action against any councillor or council 
involved in such corruption. 


“We are presently investigating ways and means of 
amending the Act to give the Government more powers 
to act against any councillor or council involved in such 
corruption,” said Mr van Zyl. 


By amending the Act, the (iovernment hoped to 
improve the council’s image and to bring an end to 
corruption. 


He said amendraents to the Black Local Authorities Act 
would be introduced before council elections on October 26. 


Black Cabinet Appointment Termed ‘Tokenism’ 
MB1507113988 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
15 Jul 88 p 2 


[Text] Professor Abram Charles Nkabinde (58), rector of 
the University of Zululand for the past 10 years, says the 
appointment of a single black member of the Cabinet 
smacks of “tokenism.” 


He was, he says, “taken aback” and “upset” by recent 
reports that he is one of two blacks being considered by 
the State President for appointment to the Cabinet. 


He was opposed in principle to such an appointment 
being made. “It is a far cry from what black people are 
looking for. They want real participation and not some- 
thing that looks like tokenism. 


“What difference would a black Cabinet member make 
and whose interests would he be representing? Cabinet 
members must be elected and have a constituency.” 


He confirmed that he turned down the offer of an 
ambassadorship to Holland early last year because he 
was not a voter. 


“I would describe myself as a pragmatic and don’t 
subscribe to any particular ideology, but I believe that all 
human beings should be accorded the right to participate 
in their government. 
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“Everyone should be given the opportunity to live his 
life fully—politically, economically and socially.” 


In any event, he had no intention of entering the political 
arena, he said. “I have been in education all my life and 
intend to stay in education.” 


Professor Nkabinde was a lecturer in African languages 
at the University of Zululand for 15 years, two of them as 
head of the departmect, before his appointment as rector 
in 1978. 


Police Silent on Anti-Apartheid Office Raids 
MB1407074288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0737 GMT 14 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] Cape Town July 14 SAPA—Police declined to 
comment on a South African Council of Churches 
[SACC] allegation that they raided offices of several 
anti-apartheid organizations in Cape Town yesterday. 
Police allegedly confiscated a poster advertising Nelson 
Mandela’s 70th birthday. 


“We regard the visiting of premises to be routine police 
duties,”’ a statement from the Police Division of Public 
Relations, said. ““We do not comment on routine duties, 
we are not prepared to make inquiries in this regard.” 


[passage omitted] 


Authorities Release Pest Association Leader 
MB1707152988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1526 GMT 17 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg July 17 SAPA—The assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the Post and Telecommunications 
Workers’ Association [POTWA], Mr Floyd Mashele, was 
released from detention on Friday, he told SAPA today. 


He was detained under emergency regulations on July 4, 
with three others, who are still detained, he said. 


Official confirmation of the detentions under Section. 29 
of the Internal Security Act of the three other POTWA 
members, Mr Elias Mosunkutu, Mr Mandla Mahlangu, 
and Mr Jonathan Hlongwane was received by POTWA’s 
lawyers on Friday. 


Mr Mashele said the POTWA offices at Wanderers Street, 
Johannesburg had been broken into over the weekend. 


He said it was not yet clear if anything was missing, but 
furniture had been shifted around, the light fittings had 
been tampered with, and the door had been damaged. 


Previously, the office had been broken into and typewrit- 
ers, fax and telex machines had been stolen. 
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Publications Committee Lists Banned Periodicals 
MB1507072288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0657 GMT 15 Jul 88 


[Text] Cape Town, July 15, SAPA—A publications com- 
mittee has ruled that Michael Wolfers and Jane Berge- 
rol’s “Angola in the Front Line” was not undesirable, 
provided it was confined and made avaiiable in the 
normal manner in legal deposit and university libraries 
only, the Directorate of Publications announced in Cape 
Town today. 


A publication titled ““Mozambique” A Luta Continua* 
produced by International Labour Research and Infor- 
mation Group, Salt River, has, on appeal, been condi- 
tionally declared not undesirable subject to certain con- 
ditions. It may not be sold, hired or lent out by libraries 
to children under 18 and may only be distributed by 
bookshops, libraries and book distributors. A further 
condition was that no distribution through mail-order be 
allowed. 


During the past week 22 films were submitted for 
examination of which seven were unconditionally and 
15 conditionally approved. 


From today it was an offence to import and/o1 distribute 
the following (names of author/producer in brackets): 


The Forum Man, Midsummer’78 (Forum International, 
New York). 


The Love of a Master (John Preston). 
Namibia—Loose Pages (not stated). 


AFRICAN TIMES No 213 Friday 10th June 1988 
(Hansib Publishing Ltd, London). 


Azania Combat, Issue No 6 Quarterly 1988 (note stated). 


The Combatant Vol 9 No 7 February 1988 (Plan Com- 
missariat, SWAPO). 


Dawn Second Avenue—The Comic (Ravan Press (Pty) 
Ltd, Braamfontein). 


Justice and Service Vo! 3 No 5 May 1988 (Jongwe Press). 


The Namibian ¥ | 2 February 1988 (SWAPO 
Women’s Counc: a). 


SWAPO Information Bulletin January 1988 (SWAPO 
Dept. of Information and Publicity, Luanda, Angola). 


40 Years of Zionist Repression Is Enough (Palestine 
Islamic Solidarity Committee). 


Peaceletter 2/88 (Peace Education Institute, Finland). 
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Government- Media Relations ‘Deteriorating’ 
MB1507150788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1341 GMT 15 Jul 88 


[Text] Cape ! own July 15 SAPA—Deteriorating rela- 
tions between the state and the press, generated by the 
State of emergency, were likely to continue, the South 
African Media Council said today in its report for 1986 
and 1987. 


In its second periodical report, the council, which was 
established in 1983 with equal media and public repre- 
sentation, said certain other functions besides settling or 
adjudicating complaints about alleged violations of its 
code of conduct for professional journalism, had 
“brought it directly into the line of fire in the disputes 
between the government and the media.” 


These functions included keeping under review develop- 
ments likely to restrict the free flow of information on 
matters of public concern, and to investigate the conduct 
of, among others, governmental bodies at all levels, and 
to report publicly on these. 


On the other hand the council, an independent body, 
also had the task of inquiring into and reporting on 
specific matters of public importance concerning the 
good conduct and repute of the media. 


“Inclusion of such functions in the council's constitution 
has led the government, on one hand, to criticise the council 
for not doing its job properly and sections of the media, on 
the other hand, to level the criticism that the council is part 
of the restrictive machinery used against the press.” 


The council said both points of view were based on 
mistaken perceptions of its role and functions. 


It had continued to maintain its voluntary, independent 
and objective stance, “while giving serious attention to 
both points of view in the public interest. 


“The government's criticisms of the media council are 
based on the view the council's constitution requires it 
actively to monitor the media for contraventions of its 
code and for what the government terms ‘negative,’ 
‘biased,’ ‘subversive,’ ‘revolutionary promoting,’ and 
‘climate-creating’ reporting.” 


Against this, the council had said in discussions with the 
minister of home affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, that “the 
machinery for bringing such matters under the surveil- 
lance of the councils is clearly set out in the constitution 
and can be brought into action by any interested party. 


“The council has taken the view that it cannot be 
expected to play the role of both policeman and judge 
and, also, that it cannot apply subjective party political 
criteria in its assessments.” 
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The council had however, of its own accord, set up a 
special committee to clarify its own role and the feasi- 
bility of conducting an investigation to lay down guide- 
lines on the “limits of partisanship.” 


This committee’s report had been considered by the 
council on March 21 this year, and it »vas decided that 
“at this stage, no specific pilot investigation concerning 
reporting in the daily press relating to any particular 
subject be launched.” 


It had aiso decided it was within its power to investigate, 
in terms of its constitution, any specific matter of public 
importance concerning the good conduct and repute of 
the media. 


Thirdly, it had decided it would “consider, cn its merits 
and in terms of the council’s constitution and procedural 
rules, any substantiated representation by any person or 
body that such an investigation of a specific matter 
should be undertaken.” 


According to the report, the media council also took a 
decision to continue having discussions with the govern- 
ment in an effort to improve relations between the two. 


Special Committee To Define Media Council Role 
MB1807151388 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 18 Jul 88 


[Text] The Media Council appointed a special commit- 
tee to establish its role in light of criticism from the 
government as well as from the media. The council said 
in a statement issued in Cape Town that the government 
criticized it for not actively supervising the media with 
regard to negative, biased, or subversive reporting. In 
media circles the council is considered part of the 
restrictive measures against the press. 


COSATU Condemns Union Office Arson Attack 
MB1507052388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2113 GMT 14 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, July 14 SAPA—The head office of 
the Transport and General Workers Union [TGWU] in 
Johannesburg was gutted by fire after being set alight by 
arsonists early this morning. 


COSATU has condemned the attack, saying it believes 
“certain employers” are deeply involved in anti-union vio- 
lence. 


A TGWU spokesman said three white men struck just 
after 4:00 am, blinding a security guard at the building in 
Klein Street with tear gas and torching the premises. 


The resulting blaze destroyed office furniture and valuable 
union records, causing damage estimated at R50000. 
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In a statement released in Johannesburg, COSATU said The decision was taken at a special council meeting 

the attack was “part of a broader campaign of terror called by Soweto Mayor Mr Nelson Botile, who recently 

against opponents of apartheid”. returned from a World Council of Mayors meeting in 
Washington DC. 

“In the case of unions, it is aimed at directly disrupting 

our work and destroying the bargaining power of trade Mr Botile said after his return he found residents who 

unions”, the statement said. were up-to-date with their payments were furious at 
being punished because others were in arrears. 

COSATU said “employers in general” had remained 

“strangely silent” about extra-legal activities against He said he would decide later whether the council's 

independent unions. electrical engineer, Mr Rene du Toit, should investigate 
those in arrears so their power can be cut. 

Accusing the state of failing to act against “perpetrators 

of these cowardly deeds”, COSATU said it remained 

committed to negotiations, but the “rash o1 violent Gang Leaders, Right-Wing Whites Exchange Threats 

attacks” and “apparent accommodation” of such attacks =MB/007093588 Umtata Capital Radio in English 

were having a “radicalising effect on workers”. 0700 GMT 10 Jul 88 


Police have confirmed they are investigating a case of arson. oo 
’ _ [Text] New tougher group areas legislation could spark 


clashes between right wingers and illegal residents in 


Soweto Classes Suspended Following Stone Throwing Durban. Carmel Rickard reports. 
rot eer te a are Sage [Rickard] The growing row over proposed tough new 
changes to the Group Areas Act has been joined by new 
players. Gang leaders have warned of confrontation with 
[Text] Johannesburg July 14 SAPA—Classes at a Soweto _right wingers. The warning from the gang leaders follows 
high school were suspended yesterday after Department of __ threats earlier this week from the Blanke Bevrydings 
Education and Training [DET] officials were threatened Bewegung, the BBB, [White Liberation Movement] that 
and had their cars stoned and tyres slashed, the chief if the police don’t act they will ensure that the Group 
director of the DET’s Johannesburg region said today. Areas Act offenders are removed. 


Mr Gunther Merbold said it was clear conditions for [Word indistinct} SUNDAY TRIBUNE quotes an offi- 
meaningful education at the Namedi Secondary School _ cial of the Durban Central Residents Association as 


in Diepkloof, did not exist. saying that gang leaders don’t want right-wing vigilantes 

encroaching in their territory. Under the Group Areas 
All classes would be suspended until an official investi- | Act many of the gang leaders are themselves living in the 
gation was completed. wrong area, and they've warned the residents association 


of likely confrontations if BBB-members go ahead with 
He also called for a police investigation with a view to __ their threats. 
criminal charges. 


The vandalism was the only incident that married the |New University Staff Union To Be ‘Very Active’ 
return to school yesterday by Soweto pupils after a MB0707114088 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
seven-day stayaway. 7 Jul 88 p 15 


[By Zenaide Vendeiro} 
Soweto Council To Restore Electricity Supply 


7 sbhurg SAPA in Engli 
aha ae Sern ee [Text] The university staff organisation being launched 


this week, though committing itself essentially to aca- 
demic and educational aims, is likely to have a strong 
[Text] Johannesburg, July 14, SAPA—The Soweto political profile. 
Council decided at a special meeting tonight to restore 
the electricity supply to areas that had been blacked-out A member of the provisionally named Union of Demo- 
in an attempt to punish rent and electricity account cratic University Staff Associations (UDUSA) says it 
boycotters. will not “limit itself to issuing statements” but will be 
“very active” countrywide and on campuses. 
Pimville, Emdeni extension, Naledi and parts of Chia- 
welo extension will be reconnected tomor.ow, restoring _—In a statement of intent that will form the basis for its 
electrical power even to residents who have not paid constitution, UDUSA says universities can flourish only in a 
their accounts. free, non-racial, non-discriminatory and democratic society. 
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It will strive for the elimination of racial, sex and class 
discrimination in universities “and in the wider 
society”; defend academic freedom and university 
autonomy; promote critical research and education; 
ensure the fullest use of universities’ resources by all; and 
co-ordinate academics’ responses to current issues, espe- 
cially in the educational field. 


UDUSA will be the first truly representative organisation of 
university staff, having members on both English and Afn- 
kaans Campuses as well as universities in the TBVC [Trans- 
kei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] states and the home- 
lands. The existing Committee of University Teacher's 
Associations, which deals with “bread-and-butter” issues, 
consists mainly of Afrikaans universities. 


A UDUSA member says its constitution “implicity recog- 
nizes apartheid” by not admitting as members universities 
in the so-called independent states and the homelands. 


UDUSA has its roots in another organisation—the Uni- 
versity Teachers’ Association of South Africa 
(UTASA)}—formed by the four “open” universities to 
fight the Extension of University Education Act of 1959 
which, among other measures, sought to exclude black 
students from white universities except under permit. 


In September 1986 UTASA decided to redraft its con- 
stitution to include other universities. The following 
year, however, the new constitution was scrapped, 
UTASA was suspended and discussions on the forma- 
tion of a new organisation were held. 


Academics on black campuses reportedly had reservations 
about the new organisation, viewing it as a “white, liberal” 
initiative. But, at a meeting in Soweto in April this year, 
they and their white colleagues provisionally adopted the 
new body's aims, structure, membership and name. 


UDUSA's initial membership is likely to be about 3,000 
academics. As some university staff associations include 
both academic and non-academic staff, UDUSA will let 
each campus decide whether non-academic staff will 
enjoy membership. 


Branches will apparently consist of 10 or more members 
on a campus, and regional structures will be formed in 
the Transvaal, Natal, eastern Cape and western Cape. 


Staff at these universities have expressed interest in 
joining: Wits [Witwatersrand], Bophuthatswana, RAU 
[Rand Afrikaans University], UNISA [University of 
South Africa], Potchefstroom, Venda, Turfloop, Vista, 
Medunsa, Natal, Zululand, Rhodes, Transkei, Fort Hare, 
Cape Town, Western Cape and Stellenbosch. 


Academics at the universities of Pretoria and Free State 
were invited to participate in UDUSA regional meetings 
but did not attend. 
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Staff associations at English universities are expected to 
join UDUSA en masse. Progressive academics at Afri- 
kaans universities and “alternative” staff associations at 
black universities are also expected to join. UDUSA has 
limited membership to university staff and will later 
have to decide whether to admit staff at colleges of 
education and technikons. 


UDUSA is expected to forge links with other bodies with 
similar aims but is unlikely to affiliate to any political 
Organisation, says a member. 


Vigilantes Launch ‘Serious Attack’ in Natal 
MB1807115788 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 14-20 Jul 88 p 2 


[Text] The dreaded “Witdoeke” [white scarves] vigilan- 
tes have invaded Natal. Refugees from Hillcrest, have 
identified a “serious attack” on Sunday as the work of 
the Witdoeke. 


The Unrest Monitoring Action Group Natal Coastal 
director Roy Ainsley said that for two weeks he has been 
receiving scattered reports of armed men with white 
headbands patrolling Molweni, causing “hundreds, per- 
haps thousands of people to be on the move.” 


“They are brazen, and absolutely fearless,” he said. One 
refugee said the Witdoeke ordered immediate evictions 
and then robbed the inhabitants’s homes. It is not yet 
known how many people were killed or injured in 
Sunday's clash. 


“While they were busy ransacking one house, the police 
entered the house and the Witdoeke overturned the 
police vehicle and set it alight,” said one man, who asked 
to remain anonymous, fearing for his life. 


The head of a family of five said they had time only to 
“grab the dirty washing and the babies. We walked all 
the way to Kwamashu about | 5 kilometres because were 
too scared iv use the public transportation.” 


Ainsley said he hoped to meet the Hillcrest police station 
commander on Thursday because “there are a lot of 
refugees who are living in white homes in Hillcrest and 
Botha’s Hill and would like to know who are the Wit- 
doeke and the extent of police control in the area.” 


Ainsley said there were no indications that police had 
been backing up the Witdoeke as allegedly happened in 
Crossroads, Cape Town. 


Natal Indian Residents Win Fight Against Removal 
MB0907103788 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 9 Jul 88 


[Text] Residents of Natal’s oldest Indian area are 
celebrating the end of a more than 30 years campaign 
against removal. 
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For 36 years the people of Clairewood, long known as 
little India, have struggled against a plan to move them 
from their homes to make way for industry. However, 
the Durban City Council has accepted a scheme which 
aliows them to stay. The community is to celebrate their 
victory this weekend, and they've invited all former 
residents of the area and everyone who helped in the 
campaign to join the celebratory thanksgiving service at 
the Andrew Hall tomorrow afternoon. 


The service will be conducted by Hindu, Muslim, and 
Christian leaders; and, in what appears te be a gesture of 
reconciliation, some city councillors will also be attending. 


World Mayors Body Elects Boya Vice President 
MB090 7095888 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0700 GMT 9 Jul 88 


[Text] Mr Tom Boya, the president of the United Munic- 
ipalities of South Africa has been elected the 10th 
vice-president of the World Conference of Mayors as 
well as chairman of the organisation's Trust Committee. 


Speaking at Jan Smuts Airport on his return from 
Washington, the mayor of Daveyton said the question of 
sanctions against South Africa had been a major point of 
discussion at the meeting and the delegates had become 
aware of the inherent dangers of such a policy. He said 
that he was also able to initiate an education exchange 
scheme whereby South African students would be able to 
visit Overseas countnes for further training. 


{Begin Boya video recording] I'm also the chairman of 
the Trust Committee, meaning that I have to organize 
meetings for the Trust Committees where we'll discuss 
trust in gener! terms, trust which has got to be enforced 
within our members. The first meeting is going to be in 
South Africa, in April. 


Commentary Cites SADCC’s Economic ‘Failures’ 
MB1807054388 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 18 Jul 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Any government implementing policies that defy 
major economic forces must expect that it will either fail 
or pay intolerably high prices in retarded economic 
development. This was the awkward reality facing lead- 
ers of the nine member states of the Sout'iern African 
Development Coordination Conference SADCC when 
they met in Maputo at the weekend for their eighth 
summit. They were dealing with a situation which had 
been building up for a long time, which made it all the 
more surprising to hear the same old excuses for policy 
failures being trotted out. 


When SADCC was formed in 198°, the first goal set for 
it was laudable: to promote and coordinate the economic 
development of the region as a whole. But it was soon 
overshadowed and then submerged by the second aim, 
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which was political: to make the Nine as independent of 
South Africa as possible. This amounted to a decision to 
abandon cheap and reliable links, transport and commu- 
nications infrastructure, technological transfers and 
cooperation in services, and to replace them with alter- 
natives for which the vast funds would presumably be 
forthcoming from somewhere. 


In the 8 years that have passed, there have been some 
successes: direct air routes and telephone links between 
the SADCC countries have been introduced. The capac- 
ity of railway routes to export harbors north of South 
Africa has more or less soubled, but that, as an SADCC 
publication lamented recently, is about as far as it has 
progressed. South Africa remains the biggest trading 
partner of virtually all the SADCC countries. 


The need for SADCC to cooperate with South Africa was 
spelled out in testimony to the American Congress some 
months ago by Dr Merle Lipton of the Investor Respon- 
sibility Research Center. South Africa, with a population 
less than half that of the nine SADCC countries, 
accounts for three-quarters of the region's gross domestic 
product and two-thirds of its exports. It provides almost 
50 percent of the imports of the six landiocked SADCC 
countries and takes 13 percent of their exports. A large 
percentage of the foreign exchange earnings of at least 
five SADCC countries comes from invisible exports to 
South Africa in the form of earnings from tourism, 
customs receipts, and remittances from migrant workers. 
Most SADCC countries are heavily dependent on the 
South African transport syst<in, which carries 80 percent 
of traffic for six countries and a significant proportion 
for Zaire. And, South Africa is an important source of 
capital and technology for all countries in the region. 


The reason for SADCC’s difficulties are much more 
down to earth than those advanced at the Maputo 
summit. Those difficulties are the result of the mis- 
guided notion that there is no price to be paid for 
neglecting economic realities and pursuing damaging 
political campaigns. It will require a fundamental reas- 
sessment to change that. 


19 Jul Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1907110588 [Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN 


Papal Visit Favored—Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 18 July says in its page 6 editorial that 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha “is reportec to have issued 
an invitation to the Pope to visit South Africa during his 
southern African pilgrimage.” THE CITIZEN believes 
the visit “vould be an opportunity to meet and listen to 
a great international religious leader who commands the 
utmost respect wherever he goes. Many South Africans, 
particularly non-Catholics, may resent his criticisms, but 
nobody will doubt his authority in making them.” 
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STAR 


Parliamentary Government in “Serious Trouble'—According 
to a page 14 editonal in Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 19 July, “parliamentary government is in serious 
trouble in South Africa.” “Many extra-parliamentary 
groups treat Parliament as irrelevant, a view in effect 
corresponding with that o° the Government. Many even 
question whether Parliament still retains ultimate power.” 
“The growing belief in extra-parliamentary action should 
sound alarm bells in South African society. It may demon- 
strate impatience and idealistic zeal, but shunning Parlia- 
ment involves major hazards for democracy. The onus rests 
squarely on the Government to revitalise Par!.ament as a 
democratic institution.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Blacks, Whites Must Restrain Violeace—Johannesburg 
BUS:NESS DAY in English on 19 July says in a page 6 
editorial: “Apartheid has slowed progress for a genera- 
tion; violence in the past decade has breught it almost to 
a halt; sanctions, for a decade or two decades, will surely 
cause South Africa to go backwards, and its neighbours 
wil! go backwards with it.” “To escape greater misery, 
the people of southern Africa will have to curb their 
habit of provoking one another to destructive behaviour. 
They do have that choice.” Editorial on Kinnock Humil- 
iation—Neil Kinnock comes to Africa to get “photo- 
graphed among the anti-apartheid (reedom fighters” and 
they “humiliate him by offering him South African 
wine,” and by thrusting an AK-47 into his ribs and 
treating him “as though he were no better than a white 
South African,” observes a second editorial on the same 
page. “Kinnock, who is reported to have exchanged 
curses with the corporal who detained him, is no doubt 
frustrated by the failure of the press in Zimbabwe to 
publish an account of the incident.” 


SOWETAN 


Pik Invitation for Papal Visit—A page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in Cxgiish on 19 July says 
“most South Africans want to see the Pope come to this 
country, even if for only a few hours. In fact every 
Catholic would do anything just to catch a glimpse of the 
Holy Father. But we wonder if the Foreign Minister, Mr 
Pik Botha, is the right person to make this request on 
their behalf. Should he and his Government not first find 
out how many people would care to have them ::, vite the 
Pontiff on their behalf.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Condemns Detention of Creative Arts People—‘The 
growing tendency for the state to place people active in 
the creative arts and journalism in detention without 
trial is deeply troubling” for Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 15 July in a page 6 editorial. Among the 
latest “victims” are Omar Badsha, the head of the Center 
for Documentary Photography at the University of Cape 
Town, and Jonathan Shapiro, a political cartoonist who 
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contributes regularly to publications like DIE SUID 
AFRIKAAN and THE WEEKLY MAIL. “ If people like 
Mr Shapiro are neither charged nor released, the public 
will be inclined to make the deduction that the govern- 
ment has reached the point where it is no longer pre- 
pared to put up with satire.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Angola Settlemeat Beneficial for RSA—Gerald Shaw 
says in the “Political Survey” column on page 6 in CAPE 
TIMES, that in a quick seti‘ement with regard to Nami- 
bia and Angola, “the gains for South Africa would be 
substantial.” Military expenditure would cease and 
“scarce skills and manpower could be re-directed into 
productive economic activity.” Shaw also believes that 
South Africa has “many strong bargaining cards to play. 
There is Pretoria’s ownership of Walvis Bay, for exam- 
ple. In the last stages of the negotiations South Africa 
could swap its title to Walvis Bay for a mutual security 
treaty with a newly independent Namibia, securing the 
use of the harbour for the SA Navy and the exclusion of 
other navies—and excluding the ANC from of >rating 
guerilla bases in the territory.” “The benefits of a settle- 
ment would be incalculable.” 


BURGER 


BBC Bias Toward RSA—The BBC's “history of pro- 
grams in and about South Africa is something it has little 
to be proud of,” remarks Cape Town DIE BURGER in 
Afrikaans on 15 July in a page 12 editorial. “For many 
years it has seized every opportunity to harm South 
Africa with propaganda attacks that can only be 
described as preposterous and nasty.” However, “it is 
significant that the BBC should be raked over the coals 
because of its biased statements about conditions in 
South Africa, by the British Parliament and press.” RSA 
Dukakis’ ‘Punching Bag’—A second editorial on the 
same page says, “perhaps there are people who believe 
that an aspirant president of the United States would not 
go so far as to say that if he were to be elected president 
he would consider using violence aginst South Africz..” 
But DIE BURGER asserts that U.S. Democrat Michael 
Dukakis did say so in a television program. DIE BUR- 
GER believes that he did so “because he is making South 
Africa his punching bag, and also in order to appease 
jesse Jackson, whom he did not choose as candidate for 
the position of vice president.” 


BEELD 


Urges Mandela Release—Johannesburg BEELD in Afni- 
kaans on 18 July claims in a page 8 editorial that “an 
imprisoned Mandela is worth more to the ANC propa- 
ganda war than a free Mandela. He will find it very 
difficult to sustain ihe image of a living legend which he 
acquired in prison, once he is in the outside worid.” 
BEELD believes that “at the moment the government 
and South Africa are suffering more because of this 
man’s imprisonment than either he or his foliowers.” 
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“One wonders what more a free Mandela and the ANC 
could do to us apart from what they are already doing. If 
after his release the ANC continues with its particular 
method of negotiating with bombs, it will at least be clear 
to the couple of reasonable world leaders that are left 
that during all these years they have been misled by a 
terrorist who has pretended to be an angel of peace.” 


AIDS Advisory Group Reports 33 Cases in 1988 
MB1807151888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1456 GMT 18 Jul 88 


{Text} Johannesburg July 18 SAPA—A total of 33 new 
cases of AIDS among South Africans have been reported 
so far this year, bringing the total number of cases 
reported during the six-year period since 1982 to 116, 
the Advisory Group on AIDS to the Department of 
National Health and Population Development said in a 
Statement today. 


“The number of new cases reported so far this year is in 
line with the number predicted by the Advisory Group 
on AIDS,” the statement said. “At least 60 new cases are 
expected this year and the number could be greater in 
view of the more rapid increase in the number expected 
among the black population.” 


A feature of the 33 cases was that 10 occurred among 
blacks and the ratio of cases among this group was 
gradually increasing. “Thus, by 1986, all 45 cases of 
AIDS reported to that date were in whites. In 1987, five 
cases in blacks were reported,” the statement said. “Of 
the total of 116 cases, 98 have been white, 15 black, two 
coloured and one Asian. 


“70 of the 116 patients have died, giving a mortality rate 
of 63 per cent. Of the 116 cases, 109 have been male, and 
seven female. The breakdown by transmission category 
indicates that 86 were homosexual/bisexual and 16 het- 
erosexual; in 13 the disease was acquired through the 
transmission of blood or blood products. 


“One case is a black infant, the first case of pediatric 
AIDS reported in South Ajirica, and in this case the 
disease was transmitted by an infected mother to the 
infant during pregnancy.” the statement said. 
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Of the 116 cases reported to date, 74 occurred in the 
Transvaal, 19 in the Cape, 21 in Natal, and two in the 
Free State. 


Police Issue Unrest Report for 18 July 
MB1907070788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0636 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria, July 19, SAPA—Following is the SAP’s 
unrest report for today: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At KwaNdengezi (Pinetown) police found the body of a 
black male. He appears to have been stabbed to death. 


“At Mokweni Resere (Hillcrest) the body of a black man, 
who had apparently been shot, was found. 


“At the University of the Western Cape, students who 
are understood to have gathered to celebrate the birthday 
of Mr Nelson Mandela, stoned passing motor vehicles, 
damaging two vehicles.” 


Ends report. 


19 July Unrest Report 
MB2007063788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0625 GMT 20 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 20 SAPA—The following is the unrest 
report from the SA Police Public Relations Division: 


At Sweetwaters, in Natal a black man was seriously 
injured when he was struck by a bullet fired at him by an 
unknown black man. 


At Tembisa, on the East Rand, a group of scholars 
refused to enter their classes. A number of the scholars 
stoned police vehicles. Two black men were arrested. 


At Molweni, near Hillcrest, a private dwelling was exten- 
sively damaged in a petrol bomb attack. Nineteen black 
men were arrested. 


FBIS-AFR-88-139 
20 July 1988 


Benin 


Kerekou Holds Talks With Nigerian Oil Minister 
AB2007110388 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 20 Jul 88 


{Excerpts} Nigerian Minister of Petroleum Resources 
Alhaji Rilwanu Lukman was received yesterday by Pres- 
ident Mathieu Kerekou. They discussed the strengthen- 
ing of bilateral cooperation in the field of hydrocarbons. 


[Begin Lukman recording in English fading into French 
translation] [passage omitted] The head of state received 
me in my capacity as Nigerian minister of petroleum 
resources and we spoke of bilateral relations. He spoke of 
the need for both countries to maintain cooperation in 
the particular field of petroleum. In this regard, we 
discussed the question of oil supply to the People’s 
Republic of Benin and the president took note of the 
three possibilities that we proposed to him. He asked the 
Beninese minister to examine these possibilities to see 
how we can strengthen cooperation in the oil sector. It is 
absurd to see that Benin, Nigeria’s neighbor, is import- 
ing its refined petroleum products from European coun- 
tries when such products are available just across the 
border. We therefore plan to work out ways and means 
to strengthen our bilateral cooperation in this sector. 
{end recording] 


Ivory Coast 


Education System Difficulties Discussed 
AB1907220988 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Ivory Coast's politically sensitive education sys- 
tem is in trouble again at the end of the academic year. 
Last July, the entire leadership of the teachers union was 
replaced with government approved officials after they 
complained about conditions in schools and the univer- 
sity. Last weekend, students waiting for their baccalau- 
reat results, a pass at which usually guarantees a univer- 
sity place, found that the pass hurdle had been raised 
without warning by the minister in charge of secondary 
education. Mark Doyle asked Elizabeth Blunt, who is in 
London at the moment, what was behind this sudden 
change in the rules. 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] There is a perpetual problem in 
the Ivory Coast with education. It’s quite really the 
government's most difficult subject, most difficult min- 
istry to run. There are far, far too many people pushing 
for places in schools, pushing for places in the university. 
The state system can’t cope, the private schools are not 
always good, and in order to get anywhere, especially in 
a time of recession, you have to get a qualification, you 
have to get a piece of paper, and that makes the students 
desperate. And then because there isn’t the money to run 
the system as fully as the government would no doubt 
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like, and there is constant pressure. [sentence as heard] 
And this is yet another attempt to weed out the students 
a bit to reduce the pressure on university places. But it 
has been done in a way that the students themselves felt 
is very unfair. 


Traditionally, they have had a fairly generous education 
system and traditionally, they have had the French style 
system, where if you pass your final exams, your baccalau- 
reat, you are guaranteed a place in higher education. They 
just can’t keep it up at the moment. This year they are 
clearly trying to restrict the number of people who pass. 


[Doyle] So the only way the government could do that was 
by changing the rules at the last minute for the exams? 


[Blunt] Yes, so the really brilliant students who did well 
on the exam went straight through. The ones who had to 
go through an oral test to a second round found that even 
if they got enough marks, they weren’t getting their 
baccalaureat because they were told their school work 
during the year wasn’t good enough. But that had never 
been counted before and they weren’t warned, and that 
was why they were so upset. 


[Doyle] Meanwhile there has been a development on the 
teachers’ side of things in the education sector, where I 
understand that a number of teachers who had been forced 
to do military service have just recently been released. 


[Blunt] They have. Yes, they were told quite suddenly in 
the camps where they were that the president had 
ordered their release. It was the president’s special wish 
that they should be freed and they should get ready 
because a plane was being sent for them. And they were 
brought down to Abidjan from the military camp by a 
special presidential plane and met by the minister of 
education and the minister of defense with a high-level 
delegation to meet them. I am told they have now been 
freed from their military obligation and were ready to be 
reposted as teachers. They don’t know where they are 
going to be posted. I think from what they say they 
expect to be reported to somewhere pretty remote. They 
are all expecting to get fairly distant villages. But they 
have been inside for a full school year. They have been 
taken out of the education system for a whole year. Now 
it is the beginning of the long summer holidays. They 
can’t do much mischief. There won’t be a teachers union 
congress for another year and I think the government, 
and particularly, the minister of education, Balla Keita, 
feel that they have neutralized these rather [word indis- 
tinct] teachers that they were worried about. 


[Doyle] Now these teachers were complaining about the 
bad conditions in schools and so on. And has anything 
been done to improve those conditions at all? 


[Blunt] Not really, that is the same perpetual problem. 
There were too many students. They were complaining 
about the huge classes they had to teach. They were 
complaining about headmasters who took money from 
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parents to admit extra students into the class, swelling 
numbers even more, all those sort of problems. This time 
it was educational problems they were complaining 
about. [end recording] 


Liberia 


15 Ghanaians Said Not Involved in ‘Coup Plot’ 
AB1907132588 Paris AFP in English 1302 GMT 
19 Jul 88 


[Text] Monrovia, July 19 (AFP)}—Fifteen Ghanaians 
who were last week ordered to report to immigration 
authorities with their travelling documents are not 
involved in the alleged abortive coup plot foiled last 
week, Deputy Immigration Commissioner David Bar- 
shall said Tuesday [19 July]. Mr Barshall said that the 
Ghanaians who entered the country in early July were 
ordered to report to the Immigration Bureau for 
“security screening.” 


He however said the Ghanaians had been informed at 
the border to report to the immigration authorities 
within 48 hours to regularize their travel documents, but 
failed to do so. He also denied rumors that the Ghana- 
ians were being held by immigration authorities. He did 
not say if the wanted men have all reported to the 
immigration. 


Last Wednesday, President Samuel [oe announced 
security forces had foiled a fresh coup attempt against 
him, and named former Army General Nicholas Podier 
as head of the “11-man invasion” force. Gen. Podier, 
who served as deputy to Mr. Doe in the defunct military 
council, was reported killed in clashes with government 
troops at a border town in northeastern Nimba County. 
Several rebels who are arrested are being questioned here 
for their alleged involvement in the plot. 


22 Students Due in Court Following Clashes 
AB1907205488 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[Text] Twenty-two Liberian students could soon face the 
full wrath of the law following the weekend campus 
unrest. The Booker Washington Institute in Margibi 
County was the scene of a clash between security forces 
and students during which a number of them were shot. 
One of them died. Forty students were arrested at the 
time for protesting against the delay in holding their 
examinations, and 22 are due to appear in court today. 
From Monrovia, Clyde Hiney cabled this report: 


[Begin announcer-read recording] The 22 are charged with 
criminal mischief, illegal road blocking, and vandalism. The 
principal, Mr T. Cruder Jerry said that any of the students 
found guilty by the Kakata magisterial court will face 
possible expulsion from school. He added: We cannot keep 
criminals here. The 22 students were released on bail 
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yesterday, after they had made their first appearance in 
court to hear the charge against them. Their parents sup- 
ported their bail applications. Mr Jerry said that there had 
been no shooting on the school’s campus but he said an 
institute employee had been killed and several students 
injured when the students and security officers clashed 
outside the campus. He said that the alleged shootings had 
taken place when students were looting and destroying 
people’s private property and setting up road blocks. He 
said that the school administration will not be represented 
in court because it had nothing to do with the students’ 
actions outside the campus. 


When asked about the exam, which sparked off the 
protest, Mr Jerry said that it would go ahead as planned. 
[end recording] 


Nigeria 


Lagos Banks Remain Closed Due to Strike 
AB1907175688 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] Most banks and insurance houses in Lagos today 
remained closed to members of the public because of an 
industrial action embarked upon by members of the 
National Union of Banks, Insurance, and Financial 
Institutions Employees. A Radio Nigeria roving corre- 
spondent reports that there were posters displayed at the 
entries of some of the banks. An official of one of the 
banks told our correspondent that the cause of the strike 
had to do with the delay in the implementation of the 
new Salary structure. 


Army Chief Views Choice of Two-Party System 
AB1907161688 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 18 Jul 


[Text] The choice of a two-party system is based on the 
country’s political history and a projection of its potential to 
bring some discipline and sanity to bear on political com- 
petition in the third Republic. The chief of general staff, 
Vice Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, said this today in Ibadan, 
Oyo State, at the opening of the general assembly of the 
Social Science Council of Nigeria. He said that current 
debates would now center on what could be done to main- 
tain and preserve a two-party system instead of testing the 
desirability of the decision. He spoke against any party that 
might be formed on the basis of religion or North-South 
polarization, describing this as a dangerous and narrow 
basis upon which to build a party system. Vice Adm 
Aikhomu explained that whatever criteria will be used for 
the creation of the two parties, they must show commitment 
to liberal democracy. 


In an address of welcome, the director general of the 
Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research, 
Prof Joseph Phillips said the conference shows it is time 
for an urgent need for mutual understanding between the 
government and the people. Professor Phillips stressed 
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the need for such an understanding. The general assem- 
bly of the Social Science Council of Nigeria has as its 
theme, towards a stable and viable third Republic. 


Electoral Commission on Problems with Government 
AB1907224488 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 19 Jul 


[From the “Focus on / ‘rica” program] 


[Text] Nigeria’s electoral commission says it has been 
put in an impossible situation by the Babangida govern- 
ment. The commissioners were given the job of oversee- 
ing last April’s local elections, and they made their rules 
about which politicians were eligible to stand in the run 
up to civilian rule in 1992. The Babangida government 
has come under fire for making the commission answer- 
able to yet another government-appointed body. From 
Lagos Sola Odunfa cabled this report. 


[Begin announcer-read recording] In a statement issued 
in Lagos last night, the commission said that it has 
decided to appeal directly to the public so that the people 
wouldn't lose confidence in it because of the number of 
times it has been accused of incompetence by the courts. 
The commission identified two sources for its problems. 
The first, is the assertion by the tribunal overseeing 
Nigeria’s transition to civil rule that it has the power to 
review all decisions by the commission on the conduct of 
elections. The second, according to the commission, is 
that is has no right of appeal against the decisions of the 
tribunal. The commission argued that its decisions on 
whether candidates were qualified to contest elections 
were final and not subject to review by the courts or any 
other authority. It said that the tribunal could only hear 
petitions from candidates who actually contested elec- 
tions, and that it had no power to assess claims brought 
by people who were either disqualified by the commis- 
sion, or did not contest the elections. The commission 
said that unless the law was reviewed to give it the right 
of appeal against the tribunal’s judgement, its officials 
wouldn't be able to perform their functions satisfacto- 
rily. [end recording] 


Elections Appeals Court Urged 
AB1907180788 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] The National Electoral Commission has called for 
the establishment of an appellate court on election 
matters. The director of public affairs, Mr Tony Iradia, 
said in Lagos that this would enable the officials to 
perform well and guard against what he called intimida- 
tion by the Transition to Civil Rule Tribunal. He said 
reports from different parts of the country indicated that 
electoral commissioners were being compelled to be 
physicaly present in court as if they were involved in 
criminal cases. 
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Czechoslovakia To Train Air Force Personnel 
AB2007061088 Paris AFP in French 0904 GMT 
18 Jul 88 


[Text] Lagos, 18 Jul (AFP)}—Czechoslovakia is ready to 
cooperate in the training of pilots and engineers of the 
Nigerian Air Force, the Czechoslovak deputy minister of 
defense and commander in chief of the Czechoslovak Air 
Force, Lieutenant General Josef Remek, said on 17 July 
at the end of a l-week visit to Nigeria. Lt Gen Remek, 
who visited the major installations of the Nigerian Air 
Force, said at Lagos airport before his departure that he 
was “very impressed with the quality of the Nigerian 
pilots and engineers.” The Nigerian Air Force is 
“capable of satisfying the immediate security needs of 
the largest country in Africa,” and its quality makes it 
possible to measure the degree of technological develop- 
ment attained by Nigeria,“ [quotation marks as 
received] he concluded. 


Senegal 


Political Roundtable Talks Suspended Indefinitely 
AB1907215488 Paris AFP in French 2025 GMT 
19 Jul 88 


[Text] Dakar, 19 Jul (AFP)}—The chairman of the 
“roundtable” conference, the lawyer Ibou Diaite, 
announced in Dakar today that the national roundtable 
meeting, which was intended to group all the Senegalese 
political parties for dialogue on the electoral reform and 
access of parties to state information media, has been 
suspended indefinitely. Mr Diaite said that the meeting 
would resume after consultations by the political leader- 
ship of the three opposition parties that withdrew from 
the meeting on 16 July. 


The major party in this group of three, the Senegalese 
Democratic Party (PDS) of the lawyer Abdoulaye Wade, 
and two extreme leftist organiztions which supported 
him at the presidential elections, namely the Party for 
Independence and Labor and the Democratic League 
(PIT and LD), suspended their participation with the 
intention of consulting their “political leadership.” The 
meeting of the political commission, which has been 
interrupted several times recently, resumed today with 5 
of the 9 parties that accepted the invitation by President 
Diouf to 17 Senegalese political parties in attendance. 


Last week a first party, the Senegalese Democratic 
Union-Renovation (UDS-R), left the meeting. The 
departure of the PDS and its two allies constituted an 
ultimatum to the (ruling) Socialist Party [PS] which is 
accused of “systematically blocking” the talks, analysts 
stated. Only three parties belonging to the “presidential 
majority,”"—the PS, the Senegalese Democratic Party- 
Renovation, and the African Party for the Independence 
of the Masses—and two parties of the group called the 
“independent” group—the National Democratic Rally 
and the Senegalese Republican Movement—which do 
not identify themselves with the majority of the opposi- 
tion, were present at the resumption of the meeting. 


